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/This Month.... R

n the month of June 2023, in a significant development for Palghar Campus, a
crucial meeting was held with Maharashtra State PWD Minister Shri. Ravindra
Chavhan. Discussions started by Hon. Vice Chancellor SNDT Women's

University, Prof. Ujwala Chakradeo revolved around enhancing educational
infrastructure, promoting skill development programmes for the women students in
Palghar and fostering collaborations between academia and the government.

Women Innovation Startup Entrepreneurship (WISE) SNDT Incubation Centre,
which is established in the university with a mission to cherish synergy amongst
academia, corporate and civilians that invigorates entrepreneurial spirit and
inculcates innovative and ingenious bent of mind among young women to be job
creators, self-reliant and nation builders, took a proactive step by recruiting interns
from various disciplines to contribute to its mission. The centre also organized events
focused on fostering entrepreneurial growth and knowledge sharing. Workshops,
seminars, and interactive sessions were conducted to empower students and
professionals alike.

Churchgate Campus hosted the "Dil ki Baat" Career Guidance Program, providing
students with valuable insights and advice on career choices. Esteemed
professionals and career counselors were invited to share their experiences, offering
guidance to help students make informed decisions about their future paths. An event
was organized by the Department of Students Development to delve into the rich
history of the Department. This event celebrated the department's milestones,
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achievements, and its continuous efforts to enhance
the overall development of students throughout the
institution's history.

SNDT Women's University enthusiastically
celebrated International Yoga Day in June 2023.
Various activities, including yoga workshops,
meditation sessions, and awareness programs, were
conducted to promote physical and mental well-being
among students and staff. The event aimed to
highlight the importance of yoga in maintaining a
healthy lifestyle and to promote the Bhartiya
traditional knowledge related to the same.

June 2023 marked a momentous occasion with the

grand inauguration of the Chandrapur Campus.

Dignitaries, faculty, and students gathered to e,

witness the ribbon-cutting ceremony, symbolizing 2 Pro_f Ruby tha
the beginning of a new chapter in education and Pro - Vice Chancellor

learning for the Chandrapur District. , . )
\This was like a dream coming true. S.N.D.T. Women’s UmVQrSltU/
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® Dr. Prabhakar Chavhan
® Dr. Manisha Madhava

® Dr. Rekha Chavhan
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PALGHAR CAMPUS MEETING
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Tribute to Dr. Harshada Rathod (1953-2023) By Prof. Vibhuti Patel

SNDTites felt extremely sad due to this untimely demise of a

valuable family member of the SNDYWU. It was witnessed in
everyone's love for her and an overwhelming response on email,
WhatsApp, Facebook as well as in the #In Memorium at the SNDTWU,
organised by Ecnomics Department and SNDTWU Teachers-Students
Welfare Association on 15-6-2023. The memorial meeting was attended
by teachers and research scholars of all university departments and
colleges and many more joined online. Messages were received from
principals, teachers, staff, scholars and past students when the sad news of the departed
soul were shared.
Dr. Harshada Rathod was a great asset for Maniben Nanavati Women's College as well as
the SNDT Women's University and was serving on many important Committees of the
university till her demise. Her valuable contribution and commitment to empowerment of
girls through education was unique. Not stopping at paying their fees, but taking personal
interest in their lives, making them feel important, boosting their morale, building their self-
esteem and confidence, that too without being intrusive. Similarly she mentored young
teachers and staff, in a gentle manner, she was never bossy or threatening. Under her
supervision so many women scholars completed their Ph.D. dissertation. She led a simple life
and financially supported the education of innumerable girls throughout her life.
Fond Memories
I have fond memories of teaching at the Economics Department as an adjunct faculty MA
and M.Phil. courses during the early 1980s when she was the sincerest student in the class.
She was full of idealism and adhered to Gandhian values of simplicity, sweat-labour and
high morals. Harshadaben became my colleague when 1 joined as a regular faculty in 1988
at Research Centre for Women's Studies, SNDTWU, Juhu Campus. She had enrolled for a 6
weeks course on'Women in Changing India' to prepare for the foundation course introduced
in 1990. She proactively took part in all activities- discussions, group work, poster making,
singing, writing and reviewing. She stood out for her commitment, work ethics and honesty
of purpose. After that it was always inspiring to work with her. She had close association
with the Economics Departments of UG and PG Courses of all affiliated and conducted
colleges of SNDTWU and the University Departmentsin Mumbai and Pune.
Simplicity, Sincerity and Honesty of Purpose
She was sincere, devoted and punctual in rendering her services, both as a principal of
Maniben Nanavati Women's College and as a member of several decision making bodies of
the SNDT Women's University. She was an excellent and an innovative planner as well as an
administrator who was a leader by example. She raised the benchmark of work ethics by
putting inmaximum effort for all her tasks.
Work Ethics Guided by Principles and Moral standards
Harshadaben had an unmatched energy. | remember working with her on Fee-Structure
Committee of SNDTWU in which two of us were assigned to come up with new fee structure
for 350 aided and unaided courses taught in around 300 colleges and 5 campuses spread
across India. For each course, we had to interreact with principal, Director, Head to

D r. Harshadaben Rathod passed away on 13" June 2023. The

understand the support system and its costs. Harshadaben would painstakingly make notes
based on geographical location of the college, university department, facilities provided in
terms of laboratories and equipment, provision of ICT enabled services and e library access
and then decide amount for each segment of the fee structure. She believed that we can't
arbitrarily decide, sitting in the headquarter without consulting the course coordinators
and the management.

Kind-Hearted in Personal and Professional Life

For me, She was 'a friend in need'. During the last 2 years of nursing my paralysed father, she
not only gave useful tips and shared her experiences of looking after her ailing parents; but
she also helped by personally carting a heavy box of hygiene products (in bulk) from the
wholesale market in her neighbourhood. She never thought that it was beneath her dignity
to personally carry the huge box from Ghatkopar to the college from where | would pick it
up.

When Mumbai police conducted 'Operation Help' and rescued thousands of trafficked girls
who were housed in 13 shelter homes of Mumbai; as a principal, Harshadaben opened the
doors of the college for those girls who were eligible for admission. and some of them were
admitted to the junior college. She did this without any publicity and also while maintaining
confidentiality about their painful past. These girls in difficult circumstances were given
one-to-one counselling, hand holding in teaching and care for their dignity and safety. Now,
several of them are leading respectable lives. | was most touched by this compassionate and
life-changing action on the part of Harshadaben.

Life Long Learner

Harshadaben was always ready to learn from newer challenges. When she was appointed
as member of Ethics Committee of Nanavati Hospital, she would go through all medical
documents painstakingly, refer to sources from the internet to understand medical
terminologies as she could not discuss confidential matter with outsider. She imparted the
same spirit of life long learning among her students, staff and teachers. As a principal, she
ensured that teaching and non-teaching staff progressed their respective fields by learning
new skills and knowledge of contemporary challenges in higher education. She not only
encouraged the staff development but also gave full facilities and if needed, financial
support to the staff to complete their courses of skill enhancement for efficient
administration and record keeping. As a result her college was the first to come up with MIS
for automatic record keeping in cloud and conducting on online exams.

Dr.Harshada Rathod will always have a Special Place in Our Hearths

For her students and Ph.D. scholars, she played a role of mentor, guide & philosopher. It was
an amazing experience working with her as she touched our heads and hearts. She set an
example of a good human being, helpful colleague, proactive administrator, honest
institution builder, hardworking researcher. She had bare minimum personal needs,
believed in the dignity of labour, nurtured the younger generation with generosity of heart.
She was a GIVER- of kindness, knowledge and support. Now, Dr. Harshada Rathod has made
a permanent place in our hearts. She will be remembered as an ideal teacher and a role
model for the academic community. Rest in Peace, dear Harshadaben.
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HISTORY OF DEPARTMENT OF STUDENT’S DEVELOPMENT

e department was established in the year 1966 and has completed its four decades with providing services to the students' community and
plays a multifunctional role with an objective to develop the overall personality of the students.

Mission: -

Our mission is to help the students in their physical, social, emotional as well intellectual development through extracurricular and
co-curricular activities.

The Department co-ordinates with all conducted and affiliated to colleges in Maharashtra, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Goa, Assam
&amp; other Areas.

The Department is engaged in developing the personality of the student in all spheres of life which it undertakes through various
student-oriented programs. It believes that given an opportunity, it will bring out the hidden talent of the students. It is to unravel
these hidden talents in the students that we provide the opportunity as well as the conducive environment through its manifold
programs has left no stone unturnedto provide ample opportunities for the welfare of the students and indulge them in its activities
apart from studies.
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