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F0REweRO.

This sketch of Mr. Dhondo Keshav Karve,

has been written to satisfY.llthelegitimate)urio
sity of many non-Marathi-knowing persons who·
have admired the work of this great and earnest
reformer on this side of India. For Marathi

readers his autobiography is the best guide, and
we earnestly recommend them to follow it.
For the illustrations we are indebted to the

editor of the Masik Manoranjan, who kindly
lent us the blocks. This sketch has bOOR
written in a very great hurry, and it is hoped
that its :readers will overlook its many faults.
It will have served its purpose if it is the means
of calling attention to a successful indigenous
effort in the cause of women and, to 'l. sterling

personality which can be set as an e.\~ampleto
all.

Fergusson College, ~
Poona,

26th Dec. 1915.
R. P. Paranjpye.
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Prof. Dh(mdo Keshav Karve.



INTRODUCTION.

The Social'. Reform movement in '(flldia is of
very retent growth. Contact with the West led

"~.-...,. " ':.:':-..: .;It

thinking persons among us to discuss)~ origins
of . our various social practicesaIl<l~V compare
them with those in couJ}tries far remoV'~ 'from us•

. Very little thought w'~s required to bri~k~bme to
the minds of educated Indians that what,ust'ld to be

. regarded as all essential for the existence·of society
in India is not at all necessary for the st~~ility and
even the rapid growth and progress o£'.~ocieties in
the West; nay, that the non-existence 0''' some of
our customs in other countries is per~ the very
cause of that p.rogress. With the sprei\cl"of English
education such ideas began rapidly to gai!l currency;
we began to examine our societyhis~6rically and
we even found that in our, own cquritry many of

Qur present customs did riot exist inol~n times or
existed, if, at all, in a very different and perhaps a

more intelligible fO'I'm.. ' ' '-t"
. Somewhat similar phen?mena canb~ts~ed in

• the former history of India.\;~.I)9p:ntaCt'i!'W~~iacivi-

; l.i..sat..i..On o£ a '.d..•.~,~i~fnt ldnd '·~.I.: ..•.~'~.; ~.' a.'5..,.•.~~.:~.:'.·.t~ : as a'l'.(.~~!lll~~.ttI.1l0table m01'.~¥~~~J India may
\'%E~IYs be.'t'raced to this cause.'B~:o~,;~a.y~ all

""rieh"movements have taken a more ~:rl~!:ticmglOus
garb. Thus, for instance, the anti.casteIQ()r~~f,'lnt in
the Panjab took the form of the Sikhl;religious

K.-I.

iiIi



J QRAPTER I.

movement, and the pqrresponding earlier movement
in the Deccan had as its leaders the great religious
saints in the Maharashtt:a. Even in our own day
contact with the West has given rise to the Brahmo
Samaj and the Arya S~mQ.j~two religious movements
of more or less vitaUty. But these religious move
ments have not attained the vigour that similar
movements didlu olden days. The cause is not far
to seek. 'In those days the contact with foreigners was
brought about mainly from religions impulses. A
vigorous prQselitysing religion like Islam naturally
caused a similar religious movement in our country

1 and the vigour of the. acting religion was compensated
for by a~sponding vigour in the movement
which was the form assumed by the reaction.' The
consequence was·that the spread of those movements
was in the beginning veryrapid; and further that
when the a~tagonism b;;came less a~ute, tRey lost a
good deal of their y!talityand 'in these days Sikhism
hardly makes any new converts and is being regard
ed more and more as a sect of Hinduism.

The ferment which has been working on Indian
'Society for nearly a century is of a different kind. '
European nations that came' to Indil.\ have never
.done so from religious motives and uniformly ad

<>pteda policy of'uoIl::il1t()rference iu religion-ex
cept to a small extent in the case of the Poitngese in
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Religious
neutrality has been the settled policy of the Bri.~i~h
from the very begining; even missionaries w.ere not
allowed to carry ou their propaganda in the early
days of the British rule. From the political side'
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-oneeffect of this attitude was that no Feligio~-national
'lnovement !lntagonistic to the foreign rule cropped
up as a consequence of contact with the British.
There was thus brought about no sudden change in
the religious and social customs of the people, or
even a section of the people. The people continued
to live, outwardly at least, their old lives though
'Certain of the old ideas had necessarily to be altered}
A reader of Abbe' Dubois's book on Indian Manners,
<Customsand Ceremonies would find very nearly the
·same state of things in the villages even at pre sen;
-only in cities will be find any change from the state
of things pictured there nearly a hundred years ago.

The effect of contact with the British on India
'has been mainly economic and intellectual. So far"
as any custom had an economic basis, that custom ",
has been greatly affected provided that it did not
form an integral part of the religious beliefs. Thus
the ideas about ceremonial pollutions by contact

I with persons of lower castes have now practically.,<Jisappeared; for with the increased facilities for
I .communications and in.creased need for trllvelling

for various purposes such rigid rules coulotlQt be
observed and even the very .orthodox now oos(,rve

them at the time of Ilieals only. Even inter-dining
between members of various :castes is connived at

provided :too much fuss is not made about it, as it is
almost impossible in tIle conditions of city life to
observe the prescribed conditions rigidly. Changes
in dress come to a certain extent undere conomic

Ichanges. The old prohibition against the speaking
()f a Yavana language even at the risk of death is
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gone entirely and proficiency in such languages has;
become, a mark of respectability and is even regarded ..
as an asset in the marriage market.

But though no immediate results were seen on
account of the polic) of non-interference with reli
gion which the British strictly followed, slowet
though more lasting have been the consequeJ;lces of
the policy of education which was adopted by them .
soon after their ascendancy was firmly established,
in the country. The educational level of the :Mo~lepl
invaders was hardly superior to that of Indians; in,
severalrespects they became the pupils of their
subjects; and we see even now that the general
outlook on life of the Mohammedan,does nqt differ
essentially from that of the Hindu when religion is
not directly concerned. The civilisation which the·
British brought with them was of aver,y. different
character from our own and in many reSBect$ it was
more penetrating. The moment therefore that they
entered on the policy of education along.Vf estern
lines they began indirectly. to affect our liveS. inti
mately. The Indian soon took kindly to it and\

. began to imbibe the broadly rationaUst culture of
the West. The new leaders of Indian thought were
many of them deeply religious men but none of

them-not even Ram Mohan Roy-were ~?mparable
to Nanak. Only Keshub Chandra Sen and Swami
Dayanand were somewhat of that type but they
come later in the day and were not favoured by

. their environments and hence their movements-)I'
never flourished as those in olden times.
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While then under the British rule religion has
:tended to retire in the background, another com
;paratively new sentiment-that of nationality-has
heen gradually coming into existence during the
last century. The leading men in our country have
began more and more to think of raising their
countrymen in the scale of nations. With some,
perhaps far too many, this has assumed the form of ~
-a purely political movement. They believe that all
the Ills to which India is subject are due to the
foreign rule, and consequently their attempts are
,directed to bring about political changes in the
country more or less gradually. But others, and
these the most far-seeing, realisethat a purely politi

,cal progress is not possible and, if possible, is not
even desirable. Advanced politiCal status implies
in the large majority of citizens a lively sense of

justice and fair play for all. Disabilities due to
birth or sex should not be too much emphasised. In
a democratic state efficiency iS,conditioned by every
indivdual having full opportunities to realis~ the
best that is in him, and our old civilisation in India
was mainly a civilisation founded on distinctions of

.birth, race, and sex. It is not enough to talk of
political equality; we must leilrn to live it in all our
public and private concerns. This view is obviously

'the most statesmenlike and just.

But the political part of th~ agitation has' been
;generally more pr0minent espeCially because it need
not necessarilly be accompanied by a due sense of
'responsibility. On the other hand that part of our
;advancement which relates to our own selves ,,~s



·
CHAPTER I.

really much more difficult. In the first plac~ this:.
work which has been called the work of social re
form is 110talways such as to bring one into the
glare of publicity. There are again daily and even
hourly obstacles in the path. aUf religion has till
now pervaded all our activities and the process..

~of freeing some of them from the thraldom of
religion and restricting the latter to its proper
sphere is not at all easy. The vast majority of our
men are uneducated and our women are even more·

so. For only one man in the family cirvillage to
act according to the new convictions he has gained
is fraught with intense practical difficulties. It has
been easy enough for a man in our society to hold.
all kinds of opinions in an intellectual manner pro
vided he conforms to the usual practices in his
daily life. Hence the progress of social reform in
the country has been rather slow. Foreign critics. '
have not failed to point a finger of scorn at our pub
lic activities and draw unfavourable deductions

about our capacity for freer political institutions ie'
we cannot get over various permanent inequalities..
in our social life. To be frank we must admit that
the spirit of sacrifice for the public as contrasted
with sacrifice for one's own religious convictions is.
not very common among us. Even .our best men
are fond of talking about the line of least resistance,.
taking the public with them and ma.ny such high
sounding theories which are at best a periphrasis:.
for mora.l cowardice.

I Such thoughts occasionally lead one to dispair
of our future. One is likely to be overwhelmed by:--
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the magnitude of the task before us. Examples of
backsliding in social matters among our great men
are but too many. Of talk there isa large amount
but of action there is a great want. The life of
Prof. Dhondo Keshav Karve is however sure to

hearten the dispairing patriot. Born with no ad.
vantages of family or wealth or even transcende~nt
intellectual ability he has shown in his own lifework
how an ordinary man with only strong convictions
and high moral courage can do a great deal of good
in the saciaI-' sphere and can, by his personal in
fluence, gain even popular sympathy for a cause
'which was till recently sneered at and for which at
best its advocates expected only silent indifference.
Many persons who have seen the results of his
work have expressed the opinion that a few more
devoted persons like Mr. Karve will change the face I .

of India. It is 'for this purpose that we have un
dertaken to give in a brief compass the story of his.
life. For Marathi readers such a book would be a

work of super-rogation as Mr. Karve has very re
cently published his autobiography which should
be read by every ,one who is able to do so. But Mr.
Karve is no longer a son of Maharashtra only. His.
example should appeal to the whole of India and
we trust that this short sketch for which our autho

rity is mainly his autobiography will be welcomed
by every son of Ihdia who has the cause of his
country and especially of his backward and often
miserable fellow-sisters at heart.
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Chapter II.

PARENTAGE.

Dhondo Keshav Karve was born at Sheravali, a
small village in the Khed Taluka of the Ratnagiri
District, on 17th May 1858atthe house of his mother's
brothers. Although born at Sheravali his home was
important village of Murud in the Dap?li Taluka.
His father's little estate was there and his elder

brother and younger sister are still residing there.
Murud is a big village about ninety miles South of
Bomba y on the coast and the Karve garden has the
sands of the sea as .one boundary. Its population
1s about two thousand and has a large Konkanastha
Brahmin element in it. The village ~as an interest
ing history •. It was founded about four hundred
years ago by some holy man who cleared a part of
a jungle and brought some families to reside there.
A very interesting history of the foundation ofthe
village and its special customs in early days is ext~q.t
and was published by the late R. S. Vishwanath
Narayan Mandlik in the Transactions of the Bombay
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society for 1865, and
well deserves notice at the hands of antiquarians
and students of sociology. Village duties were well
portioned out among various families and castes;
temples were built; even a site for a mosque or an
imageless temple was reserved. The main temple
in the village is very solidly built and would well

repay a visi~ Curiously enough it has a big bell--
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withJity .present, no .tongue--on whic~ is e~bos~ed
the ho ('_0 uOmnes gentes laudate Domznum whIch
-evid•.•ntly shows that it must have been procured
from the Portugese who held many stations on the
west coast for two or three centuries. I.The village
nppears to have attained comparative importance
soon after its foundation. This importance it has
retained still, though with the spread of English

..education and of facilities tor travel it appears to be
now on the downward grade as all its intelligent
young men are attracted to Bombay and Poona and
,do not generally return to their ancestral village.
The village has no industries except agriculture
which consists of the cultivation of rice, betel and

·coconuts. The climate is very fine and agreeable and
with proper communications it, like many other
places in the district, would have flourished as a
sanatoriun. Till recently it used to have a very
well-known vedic school and it has produced during
the last fifty years some men much above the
average level. Among these the most famous was
R. S. V. N. Mandlik who was one of the first citizens
of Bombay in the seventies and eighties of the last
century and was for a time a member of the Vice
regal Legislative Council. The late Mr. Varnan
Abaji Modak, one of the first graduates of the Bombay
University, for a long time Principal of the Elphin
stone High School, and one of the originators of the
Bombay Prathana Samaj, was a resident of Murud.
Another distinguished son of Murud was the late
Mr. Shankar Bulkrishna Dixit who is famous among
.orientalists as the author of a very scholarly treatise



10 CHAPTER 1[.

".\I!

•.

(

(unfortunately in Marathi only) on Hindu A~trono
my and was the collaborateur with Dr. Thibtt:ut in

some of his works. (It is an interesting coincid~ltcespecially in a. life o£'Mr. Karve that the fist Brahmin
widow from the Deccan who took advantage of the
Widow Marriage Act to remarry was born at Murud
and that another widow, the sister of Mr .Ramchandra
Bhicaji Joshi, the well-known social reformer and
Marathi scholar, who remarried in 1890, belonged
also to a family in Murud. For one village to have'
produced three persons who set a personal example
in the cause of widow-marriage is certainly remark
able.

In his autobiography Mr. Karve has given man~'
very curious historical details about his ancestors.
It appears that three generations before Mr. Karve
himself they were yery rich persons, having occasion
ally farmed the revenues of Gujrat in the time of
second and third Peshwas and a family record is in
existence showing that one of his ancestors had lent
six lakhs and a half to Damaji Gaekwad. His an
cestors bought lands in Murud about the middle of
the eighteenth century and in their days of greatness
carried out several works of public utility including
the rebuilding of the temple mentioned above, and a
big tank on the main road to Murud from Dapoli.
For these two works his great-great. grandfather
appears to have spent over ten thousand rupees
a very considerable sum in those days. But by the'
time of Mr. Karve's father all this greatness appears
to have disappeared. His grandfather was a man of

a very quiet nature and was !no~ gifted with theI '•,
t
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ability to manage his estates. He left three sons,
wl~ocould barely remember having heard of the
greatness of their grand-father but who had person
ally to bear the utmost degree of poverty--doubly
hard to bear for these memories.

It may be mentioned that Mr. Karve's great.
grandfather had secured for himself some ceremonial
rights of precedence in the village from another
family which was originally assigned these rights by
the holy founder of the village and which family was
on the point of becoming extinct. The Karv~s still
enjoy these rights although they have long ceased fo
have the old importance attached .to them. In fact
the family records of the Karves might possibly give
some vnluable information about several matters

touching the economy of a typical village in Konkan.
Mr. Karve's father, Keso Bapuji, had thus to

spend his days in grent poverty. He lost his father
when he was about eleven years old and his eldest
brother mismanaged wbat remained of the old family
estate. So in his early youth he had to seek private
service with the family of Barve in the village who
engaged him to collect their rents at a small village
a few miles from Murud. His wife and growing
f ~':ly continued to remain at Murud. III the parti-

I-J deed between him and his two brothers which

.; properly attested, three putalis (a small golden
ornament and coin worth about Rs. 5) are stated to
have been borrowed from a neighbour and the three

rothers are declared to be proportionately respoll
ble for their return. Well may the subject of our
ography write: ".What a vicissitude of fortune is
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. exemplified in the two facts that in the house of tile
grandfather in A. D. 1762 when a count of putalil~
was made they were found to be 5192 in number\
and that when in the same house his three grandsons .
made an inventory of all moveable goods in 1843 it
was found that among the paltry ornaments on their
wives' persons the three putalis were borrowed."

Mr. Karve's mother was from the family of the
Paranjpyes and was my father's sister. I knew her
intimately from my early childhood and she had a
very great affection for mel The family of the Panm-

. jpyes hailed from the village of Adivare in the
Rajapur Taluka in the Ratnagiri District but more
than five generations ago it emigrated to Dapoli and
Khed Tahikas. In several villages in these talukas
my grandfather and great-grandfather were known as
commandingpersonll.lities with great influence and
both curiously enough had met with violent deaths,
having been murdered by some Kunbis with whom
they might have had disputes about lands or
money. My grand-father in particular bought
properties in three or four villages and was a
very remarkable man. He left a v,ery large family,
his youngest son--my father--being about two years
old at the time of his death. Mr. Xarve' s moth~~
was his third child being preceded by two e1d~1.
brothers and followed by three younger brothers.
and one younger sister besides others who did not
live to an advanced age or leave children. The Par

,lnjpyes are a long-lived, industrious, and a fertil(ts
.family. The ages of my father, his brothers .and sister ,f

at present or at death form a remarkable record ( ~
I
I
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longevity in a family: Ramchandra (died at 79),

Lakshman (died at 82), Mrs., K,arve (Karve's mother)
(died at 81), Bhaskar (living, age 86), Mrs. Modak
(living, age 77), Vasudeo (died at about 56), Puru
shott am (living, age 74). My grandfather's living male'
descendants through male lirie number at present 66
and all his descendants through sons and daughters
must: now be many more and he died only about
seventy years ago at the age of about sixty! My
grandfather was deeply religious and charitable.
All his sons-'-except my father who was only twc
years old at the time of his death and who conse
quently learnt tbe Rigveda after he was fifty--were
taught the Vedas though they had not to practice
the pries:'s Fof0ssion. No wandering Brahmin was
refused a meal at his house, a rule that is still kept
up in the house of my father and of one of my
uncles.

Mr. Karve's mother fully inherited all her
father's religiousness and charity and has obviously
transmitted bot~ these qualities to her sons. In her
own humble and circumscribed sphere she had all
her father's ability and capacity. She brought up
her children very carefully and was always being
entrusted with the care of many of ,her little nephews
and grandnephews who were fit for school--Murud
being a big village with a good school. She died in
1905 at the age 8i being in the full possession of all
her faculties till the very end. She had to b~ar more
than her fair share of misfortunes but in her two ,
sons and daughter she had three very dutiful and
affectionate children and, even though brought up in
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old ideas, she fully appreciated the great work that
was being done by her Dhondu. Karve's father was
not so fortunate and died while he was at school
in Bombay unaware of the greatness of his son.

We need not speak much of his brother and
,sister. Both are deeply religious and affectionate.
The brother Mr. Bhikajipant was a vernacular
schoolmaster at various places in the Dapoli Taluka
and retired on compassionate pension about ten years
ago. He is of delicate health and generally spends
his time in reading and thinking about Vedanta with
some of his friends in the village. The sister Mrs.
Ambutai Kale who has been a widow for about

twenty years is of a very much stronger mental fibre
.and I often think that under favourable circumstances

,she would have done very great works of public
utility. There is a very great resemblance between
her and her brother Dhondopant. The two brothers
have recently sold away all their ancestral landed pro
perty as Bhikajipant has no son who is likely to make
Murud his permanent home. Bhikajipant is now-a
.days living with his sister who is managing her own
little estate. The whole village contains no man who
takes so much trouble,in the cultivation of his garden
.as Ambutai. Her hands are always busy with some
work while all the time her lips are reciting some
sacred hymn ..•

Such were the antecedents and the early sur
roundings in which Mr. Karve was brought up. It
will be seen that the deeply religious nature and an
.earnestness for which his whole career has been
remarkble found a good nourishing ground in these
surroundings.
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Chapter III.

EDUCATION.

As has been already mentioned Murud has a big
vernacular school and young Dhondu, after a short
time at an indigenous school conducted by a Shenavi
master, joined it. Bhiku-his elder brother-was
also at the same school. It may be mentioned in
passing that the two names Bhiku and Dhondu
ell beggar" and "stone" -were given by their
mother to these boys as her first ·three did not
survive, according to the usual attempt to deceive
Fate, so to speak, by giving it to understand that
these boys were really not dear to their mvther and
so it need not trouble itself to take them away. He
went through the usual course under the guidance
·of the headmaster Vinayak Lakshman Soman who
had a very great affection for him; In later times
after his retirC?ment Mr. Soman came to live in
Poona and helped Mr. Karve in his work ; after his
death his widow went through the regular course of
education under his guidance and is now· working
in one of his institutions.

At school he was one of the bright boys in the
school but was always marked by extreme shyness
which has never left him in his whole life. He

records in his autobiography several instances of
this trait when a few words spoken bravely
would have saved him a great deal of trouble.
Thus for want of a little Dush£ulness he has often..

..--

-
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missed his train. But on the other hand he has,

another kind of courage-the courage of conviction'
which has marked his whole career. At school he:

went by regular steps to the final standard the sixth
but was then too young to appear for the examina
tion which qualifies either for a teachership in a
primary school and other low-paid government
service and is also a necessary qualification for
entrance into the Poona Training College. This.
College is many tirr.;.esthe ideal before bright boys:
in village school and young Karve intended to join
it. But 'he had many very difficult ordeals to
undergo before he passed the sixth standard ex
amination. The first year he with four friends,
walked to Satara in four days to appear for the,
examination as the way to Ratnagiri at the end of
the monsoon was difficult. But when he reached
there, his four friends were accepted as candidates"
and Karve on account of his small stature was

refused in spite of his possessing proper certificates
of age and he was too shy to protest in the least. ...
about this refusal. So he had to return home.

The next year he appeared for that examination at
Kolhapur allu duly passed the examinationy

His intention to join the Training College at
poona was however given up. A gentleman at Murul
had engaged an English teacher to teach English to
his son and Karve took ad vantage of his presence
to study English up to the first three standards •.
He also used to receive helP from some other .
English knowing young men whQ visited the village 'i

in the vacations. Unce started he got on fairl)' I
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well. For a time he was at the ~atn:agiri High.
School where Mr. Vaman Abaji Modak a villagtl
of his and the uncle of one of his friends was the

headmaster. But the climate of the place did
not agree with him and he returned to Murud .•

But somehow or other, partly by borrowing
and partly by earning money by scholarships
and private tuitions, he soon found his way to
'Bombay where he joined the Robert Money School

~ and passed his Matriculation examination in 1881,

r standing sixteenth on the listl In his school days
he used to chum with one or two of his villagers
sharing with them the work of the household when
need arose. Later on he formed intimate friend-

ship with Mr. Narhar Balkrishna Joshi a fellow

• student in the Money School and they afterwards

~ lived together with their families for about eight or

~ nine years. Mr. Joshi is a man of vigorous temperaI ment and pushful nature which scorns obstacles.
He had early imbibed reformed opinion on social
matters and discussions between the friends must

have had a great effect in moulding Mr. Karve's
opinions. In early days people who knew both the
friends were more impressed by Mr. Joshi, as Mr.
Karve's qualities never obtruded themselves on the
notice of the casual :observer; several had formed

high expectations of Mr. Joshi's futur,e; but these
expectations were doomed to fail owing perhaps to
a lack of a certain steadiness of purpose and sweet-

. ness of temper, the possession of which characteris
iics have been Mr. Karve's main assets. From his

"school days Mr. Karve bad maintained himself to a
:z
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ceftnirt extent Oii tuitions and when he joined '.as'

coliege after his Matriculation, he spent two or thm_'

hours every day in private teaching to be able to pa~ II
his c0ll~ge expenses. He was in the Wilson Collegt. .
for tl. year and then migrated to the Elphinstone
tollege being attracted to it by the presence there
of Principal Wordsworth. He used to be a free
student for the whole of his college course and passed
all his eX!1minationsin the second class. Of course he
was handicapped in his studies by having to do a large
amount of other work. He never attained eminence
as a student though, especially in mathematics, he
several times carried off the College prizes. He
had not the push to force himself on the notice of
the College authorities and I believe .1hat nC'~eof his
professors except the late Mr. Hawthornthwaite who
taught mathematics knew him personally. Some of
his class-fellows had a high regard for his capacity
and among them was the late Mr. Gokhale, whose
knowledge of Mr. Karve led to the unexpected offer
of the professorship of Mathematics at the Fergus
son College seven years after they were students
together.

As said above Mr. Karve could not devote him
self entirely to his studies. He is not much of a
reading man and is not a great devotee of any
branch of literature or history or,fny other subject.
He had, however, a clearness of understanding which
enabled him to master any subject which he had to
study for his examinations or for any other pur .•.
pose, but he has not the keen intellectual curiosity

of tho born scholar. On tho othor hand his grasp, I
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;e1es him a. very successful teacher. In later life
C has not done much literary work, though he has

0';1 o·
:anslated some works of Herbert Spencer into

l\t:arathi and his autobiography is a masterly piece
of 'V'ork. But Mr. Karve will be remembered tnore

for his epochumaking work than for any revolution
ary thoughts .. In early days therefore he did not
come into prominence. In his qwn limited circle,
however~ he didtnany deeds of charity or public
spirit.

Mr. Karve records many little incidents of
these early days which show the germs of his great
public spirit •. When he was in his Vernacular school
and doing nothing as he was too young to appear
for the final examination though he finished all the
studies, he used to read in the papers about joint
stock companies and some gentlemen at Murud
under the i,nspiration of Mr. Soman the head-master
decided to start a joint stock concern to sell general
goods. They raised a capital of Rs. 800 by means
of shlues of Rs. 5 each and young Karve was chosen
as the manager and salesman under the general
direction of the Board. He, however, did not know
how to keep the accounts regularly and credit
was allowed to too great an extent. In about a
year and a half it was decided to sell off the stock .
and wind up the concern. Most of the share-holders

~ ost a good portion of their share-1ll0ney and. tomelwere paid off in kind. Young Karve took t':;;J failure too much to heart as he thought that it \','S due
Ii to, his carelessness. He had no money himself and

i~.••could not .ufferin hi. pocket, as hi. owu part in
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the concern was his personal work. But thinking
that he himself ought to suffer as his friends had
done, he got hold of one of the poorer share-holders
and asked him not to claim his share money back;
he gave him his own personal promiss;ory note which
was accepted through the medium of a friend. The
directors were asked not to botrer about this
share-holder as they were told that he had taken
credit to the extent of his share-money. Karve was
eighteen at that time. He returned thIs money
in full and :five rupees as interest, soon after he
came to Bombay even before he passed the matri
culation, with the money he e<irned from his tui
tions. The balance of interest, he adds, was let off.

"When I began to earn some money by scholar
ships or tuitions," writes Karve in his autobiogra
phy, ill regularly began to set aside one pice in
every rupee for charity. Besides this I also used to
put any unexpected earnings into this fund. I do
not know whence I got this idea but I have follow
ed this practice since I got the :first stipend of a
scholarship. I did not spend anything out of this
fund till it accumulated to three rupees. A good
opportunity offered itself when the fund amounted
to so much. Nagopant Datar of Murud used to keep
an eating house-Khanaval-in which I used to i.ake
my meals. He suddenly fell ill and returned to

Murud. It appeared that he had not a month:\to

live" ,He had once borrowed :five rupees from me
:in~fjbay which he had not repaid; He, his ~ife
,';andzh()ther closed the Khanaval and return~:to
Murud for good. When I returned to Murud dur.-,....g

, ," I df
: ')
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the vacation, I went to him to inquire after his
health. All the three persons looked very care
worn and Nagopant felt very sad on seeing me.
"Have you come to ask for the return of your loan"? 
he asked of me. "Please understand," said I, "that
that money has been already returned. To help
you in your need I have come to give you these
three rupees," and I placed the three rupees before
him. His face immediately changed and he shed
tears of joy and gratitude. I thus tasted on that
day the indescribable pleasure one feels by doing
:good."

He)ells us that although under great pecuniary
,difficulties he chose to rely on his own work and

<wouldrather earn money by taking more tuitions
than follow the usual practice of taking meals at
·other people's houses by regular turns once a week.
This custom is very common in Maharashtra and

some ,gentlemen who had a good opinion of him
·Qfferedto intrQduce him to seven gentlemen who

would each -give him free meals one day a week. He

never missed an .opportunity of legitimately saving
~moneyby economising on railway tickets by walk

ing to the College at Byculla or of earning a few

honest rupees by taking odd jQbs like that of a cen-..
sus enumerator. Personal manual work he is al

ways ready to do. I remember that when I was one

of the boys learning under his guidance in his house

we had occasionaUy to do the coo king ourselves in
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case of illness or other difficulty: and Anna • never
left his share to be done by us. On one particular
occasion he forestalled us boys by cowdunging the
eating room when we happened to be out of the
room'for some work.

---------------------.---
* Mr. Karve is familinrly called Anna by all his friends and relations.
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Ohapter IV.

LIFE IN BOMBAY.

'b.ool.

After Mr. Karve passed his B. A. examination he
settled down to the life of a teacher in Bombay and
continued in this way to the end of 1891. He had
early made up his mind not to accept permanent
Government service though for a few months he
held a temporary assistant mastership in the Elphin
stone High School under Mr. Vaman Abaji Mo:1ak.
He was a very good t~acher of mathematics and he
was thus always in demand, some of the institutions

or pupils with whom he was engaged undergoing
considerable inconvenience as to hours &c., to be

able to suit his convenience. He was especiallyas
sociated with the Cathedral High School, the Alex~
andra Girls' School, the Fort High School and the

Maratha High School. . He worked very hard, ofte'1
leaving his house at 5 a. m. and returning home ~,t
8 p. 111. He generally taught only mathematics-in pri-,
vate even to college students-thougn occasionally he
also taught other subjects especially Marathi to some
Europeans. His tuitions brought him about Rs .. 175
rupees per month and he worked so hard that he might
make some provision for his family at Murud once-l
for all and then enter on his philanthropic work. T mo·

Maratha High School especially was founded by the
late Mr. Rajararn Shastri Bhagwat and Mr. Karve
was one one of his early coadjutors. They intended
to work it somewhat on the lines of the New Eng-
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case ot[;ool, Poona, but it has never been lucky

lef~~gh to enlist many enthusiastic young men.
r In Bombay he chummed with Mr. Narhar Bal
krishna Joshi, the families of the two friends living
together and sharing expenses. Mr. Karve was mar
ried at fifteen to a girl in his ow.n village. She was
a typical Hindu lady and I, like the other two or
three boys who lived in his family, have lively
recollections of the kind treatment we received from

her. His first son-Raghunath, who is now an assis
tant professor in the Elphinstone College-was born
before Mr. Karve graduated. ?vIr. Karve had seen
the difficulties in which poor boys had to get educa
tion. So as soon as he graduated and settled down
he began to smoothen for others the way to learning.
He began with me and the youngest brother of hb
wife. For about two years he kept us at Murud and

.... ~..J)aEoli at which latter place Mr. Joshi's younger
trother was a teacher in the Mission School. He

. -·~brought us to Bombay in 1888 and with us was asso_
cia.ted Mr. Joshi's youngest brother. Soon after
wards he got his brother's daughter married to a poor
boy in the village and he brought him also to his
house for his education. Two years later another
boy, a brother of a 'school fellow of his, was als::>

brought by him. Thus his lodgings in Girgaum were
..'j}1wayscrowded and, .J. am afraid, rather boisterous.

,.".od~4ienattheendof 1891 he mov~d from Bombay, one

of the boys was provided for in the Gokuldas Tej
pal Boarding School and three of us-rrayself, his
brother-in-law and his nephew-in-Iaw-accompanied
him to Bombay, myself being just ready to join the



:LIFE IN BOMBA L 25

.College and the other two being stilI in the school. •
Unfortunately his brother-in-Iaw-Damu Karve
died soon after passing his Matriculation and his ne·
phew-in-Iaw-Bhiku Biwalkar-also died a few years
flater. Mr. Joshi's youngest brother-Bhargav-re
mained in Bombay and soon after completing his
sub-assistant surgeon's course died quite young. So
of the merry group of :b)ys brought up in the Bom
bay establishment there remain only myself and one
other. Mr. Karve wanted to teach us the lesson of

self..•reliance. He made us write regular accounts of
'the money he spent>for us and asked us to regard it
merely as an advancl:, though he did not take back
that part which was speD;~till we passed the Matricu
lation. AHogether I was in his hOllse and under his
direction for ten years' and I quite remember the
time when he gave me my first lesson in the English
'alphabet in May 1885 when he had come to our
lhouse to visit us during his holidays.

Although not a vocal reformer he practised re~
form \vhenever there was an opportunity. Thus
even before he graduated he taught his wife and
sister to 'lead and write whenever he could. The

thread ceremony of his son he performed at the smal
lest possible expense in a suburb of Bombay and gave
·the amount of Rs. 200 which he should ordinarily
Ihave spent on the occasion in charge of the Muru d
Fund Association of which we shall directly speak.
ITn this matter he persuaded his old mother and his wife
to appreciate his point of view. When in 189 I his wife
,died, about three months before he moved to Poona ,
the hardly showed any outward signs of grief and went
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about his usual avocation without any change'; Her
funeral ceremonies were performed as expeditiously:
as possible and Mr. Karvc gave Rs. 500 to the Murud'.
Fund Association in her memory for the advance
ment of female education in his village. He early
made ari agreement with his brother about the fami
ly estate giving him practically the whole and also·
some portion of his own earnings.

But 'Whilehe was engaged in his teaching work
he was all the time busy in thinking about starting
useful public movements. Of these the most impor-·
tant was the Murud Fund. Several educated men,

from Murud were earning their, living in Bombay'
and other places and Mr. Karvl; counted many of
these as his intimate friends. He got these toge
ther and started this association with the object of
doing good to the village. Any Brahmin inhabitant
of Murud could be its member. Those members who

had regular employment had to give at least one pie
in every rupee they earned and landholders and otl1ers
habitually resident in Murud had to give a miplmum
amount of one rupee. The Fund thus collected was to be
employed for the good of the whole village and the
association has had its regular meetings t.wiceevery
year-once in Bombay where a large1number of
members usually reside and once at ~urud-and
publish six monthly reports. As long a~ he was in
Bombay, Mr. Karve was its Secretary and! now even,
though he has made Poona 'his home and /the scene
of his principal activities ,he still occasionally goes
to Bombay to attend the meetings. Several works
of.public utility have been already done Py the Fund

!;.
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especially one to protect the Qrinking water supply
ofthe village and another to make convenient arrange-·
mentsfor funeral rites; temples have been repaired
and roads occasLnally mended. The work of the as
sociation is carried on in a modern systematic manner
and the money is invested in the Post OffIce. It has
at present a balance of Rs. 3,652-8-3. The move
ment is a very interesting one and almost the
whole credit is due to the initiative and interest of

Mr. Karve. If the village panchayets of which there
is now much talk can be revived at all, they ought
to adapt themselves to altered circumstances in the
manner of this Murud Fund Association.

Among other matters for the good of Murudmay
be mentioned his work for the building of the verna
cular school at Murad and the starting of an English
School. The latter had a chequered existence and
at present is nmy existent. The former was how
ever carried through and Mr. Karve worked hard for
it both in the matter of collecting subscriptions and

, corresponding with the educ3tional department about
it. His idea of a girl's school at Murud has not taken
shape, the people being rather prejudiced against it
by his remarriage.

Another interesting association that he started
was Snehavardhak Mandali. The object of this asso
ciation was to bring together all the educated men
of the Dapoli Taluka at least once a year in the
month of May at some centre in the Taluka for pur
poses of social intercourse and for informal dis
cussions of various matters. These educated men

consisted to a great extent of school masters. The
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"first meeting took place at Murud under Mr. Karve's
guidance and this meeting and two or three subse
·quent ones were very successful., But in 1903
Mr. Karve married a widow and the meeting that
took place soon after practically came to grief on
the:hotly debated question of allowing him to be
present at the meeting or even in the village. The
meeting practically ended in a row and the Mandali
soon lost its vigour and is now, I suppose, extinct.
Mr. Karve had an idea of starting a similar associa
tion for the whole district of Ratnagiri but his re
1moval to Poona and remarriage soon afterwards
caused him to abandon all these ideas.

Thus by the end of 1891 Mr. Karve was known

:among his villagers and other friends as an energetic
man fond of doing public work with great enthusi
·asm even though it may be comparatively humble in
character. The end of this year was to see him re
move to a·wider stage and to open out for him a
new. career of usefulness in Poona.
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WORK IN THE DECCAN'
EDUCATION SOCIETY.

In this manner Mr. Karve was passing his time'
in Bombay when one day about August 189 L he
received a letter from the late Mr. Gokhale offering
him the professorship of Mathematics in the Fergus
son College and reques ting him to go to Poona to see
him personally. Gokhale and Mr. Karve were
fellow students in the B. A. Class in the Elphinston~
College in 1884 and were learning the same voluntary
subject. Since then Gokhale had formed a very
good opinion' of his fellowstudent's ability and
character. The Fergusson College which had been
started in 1885 had just obtained permission to open
the B. A. Class. At the end of 1890 Mr. Tila·k who
used to teach mathematics in the College. resigned
as he could not pull on with his colleagues. For a
year Gokhale himself took his place. But his services
were required for English and other subjects and
the then life-members thought-at Gokhale's sugges
tion-of asking Mr. Karve whether he would accept
the post on Rs. 100 per month and give an agree
ment to continue in service for two years.

As mentioned before Mr. Karve used about this
time to make about Rs. 175 per month by his
tuitions and undertaking the post offered to him
meant a considerable reduction in his income .. But

it was not this 'Yhich made him hesitate. Mon.ey

iwas • ••• tter of smon coosideration to him and he
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was already used to simple life. But he had doubts
about his capacity for the task. He had ob\.ained
considerable fame as a school teacher of mathematics

in Bombay and had occasionally coached private
students for t,he first two years of the College
course. But he himself had studied mathematics up
to the B. A. only-having once attempted to take
the M. A. in physical science afterwards-and that
was about seven years ago. Poona students used to
be feared.in Bombay as specially intelligent and
naughty and he was not certain whether he wouldbe
-able to acquit himself: well in his new capacity. But
on the encouragement of friends especially of the
late Mr. Rajaram Ramkrishna Bhagwat who was
associated with him at the Maratha High School, he
made up his mind to accept the offered post. The
preliminaries were soon settled, and he soon gave
up his private truitions in Bombay and in November
1891 he finally bid good-bye to Bombay which bad
been his residence for about fourteen years. During
the few months that remained before he actually

,took up his new appointment I remember how hard
he worked in getting up again the subjects which he
had to teach in Poona. He knew he had to take the

place of Mr. Tilak who even then had caught the
fancy of the young generation and that he would
consequently be judged by a high standard.

He soon attained popularity as a teacher of
mathematics in the Fergusson College. He was 110t

a brilliant teacher if by brilliance is meant being of
use only to the few exceptionally bright boys in the
class and neglecting the ordinary student. But h~
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<;ould put mathematical ideas into the heads of even
the dullest and many a student blesses him for his
careful teaching of.this dreaded subject. He gener
ally confined himself to the book, but he worked

through it very carefully with his class. I myself
passed my Matriculation in 1891 and when he
came to Poona, I came also to stay with him. He

used to encourage me to do extra reading in mathe
matics and I had him always available to explain to
me any difficulties, and I passed all my examinations
in the Bombay Universit' with his coaching. He
was very careful in his regular work of taking
exercises and papers and in this way he soon came
to be considered one of the most competent

professors in the College.
Within four months of his coming to Poona he

made up his mind to cast his lot permanently with
the life-members and become a life-member

of the Deccan Ed'.lcation Society in April 1892.
After a service of more than twenty years he
finally retired last year. Without being a very
prominent me~Jlber like Gokhale he was always

regarded as possessing sound judgment and his
advice was always greatly valued. For the first year
of his life in Poona he was hardly known to the out_
side public as he never saw anybody or mixed himself
up in any F,:ublic movement. In 1893 he, however,I
married a' widow and so came prominently into
public noti,ce. We shall speak of him in this con
nection la~er. He soon began to engage himself in

those otrr activities with which his name is veryij qntimatel associatea and confined himself to his1_' il~1?
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teaching work only in the Society. He used to say'
that he was by temperament unfitted to fill an
administrative post like the Superintendentship of
the New English School, though he later acted as
assistant to one of the life-members who was far

junior to him. In fact notious of dignity or seniority
and inferiority never once entered his head. When
I returned from England at the end of 1901 he
voluntarily offered to make room for me in the College,
and the thought that I, a boy:whom he himself had,
educated and who was ver\ much his junior in tile
staff, was apparently taking his place, never once
trouble him. For a few years after that he'work
ed entirely in the school though some other new
men had also been taken to teach mathematics,

in the College; only for the la:;t two years:ofhis life
membership he was brought once again to the College"
the increasing members in the College requiring
addition to the mathematical staff.

As to the attitude of Mr. Karve towards educa-
'--"

tional matters in general and with respect to the
Deccan Education Society in particular,. he was
always an advocate of keeping up our independence
and self-respect at any sacrifice. As he was as
sociated in the public mind with his widows'
home, he never did any subscription work for the
society. He appeared to have begun to iieel uneasy,

in his mind that he was not giving his fur energies
to the work of th~ society just asevery ILle-member
is supposed to do. Nat a word was utterGd by his
colleagues on this point-nay they eve'n reaUsed
that Mr. Karve's renown with the outsid~' pubilc in
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all allalogous educational sphere cast a reflected glory
011 themselves ,md they always did what they could
to help him in his work. nut with his keen sense of
self·reproach he appeared to entertain the above

idea. To do a 30rt of penance [or his fancied neglect
he .·~t:lrted what he (':died a ~tildcllts' funo for the

:\few English Seho!);. It Wit:; intenc(l th''lt old boys of

tlL::~chcol Hnd College o,[JOuld contribute their lTl.ites

1.0 ,t and built: up ;\ hi;.:, fund for till.3ir (i/ma mater, One
d he condit.ion, <:1<(:fund w"o; that it should be

tGueLwd Oll fl8,ccounc till it acc1111mlatcd to at 1va3t

(ml; !akh. '1'l,c O::hd co;!ti'ibut01S Llilecl hilt Mr. Karve~
111)'Li;:; pilYing ten rupees per month

into this rUilld. He got himse if made its secretary and
regularly at the end of dw academictl year used to
givl: l~ lecture to the'. boys who were going to appear
for theiVlatriculatioll on this fund. He used to tell

them that he himself \Va:> going to contribute monthly
to it while he waS:l working life-member and asked
thum to verify when they chose whether he was
h·eping his promise and if he failed to do so to
c;(pose him ill public. He had an idoa of payin,g his

pension into the fund after his retirement from'iife
mcrubership u.s long as he was capable of doing
adi Ie ,vorl~ but aboHt this tillie he lost all his

,;~lVbgs in the bank failures of 1913 and he had to
ed~\ate one of his sons at the :Medical College and so
...;ould 11at begin to act according to his intention

~W,*llhe retired at the end of last year this fund
:\1l.l1lted to Rs. 3186-5-5 and at his retirement he

hailed over the amount which was standing in his
Il:<l;~till then to the Secretary of the Society .

• IC--3
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By his simple lif~ and earnestness of character
Mr. Karve was greatly respected by his pupils though
from a certain want of the more social qualities he
did not come into intimate personal contact with
them. At the end of last year at the time of his re
tirement all the students of the College presented
him with an address to which he replied in very feel
ing terms. The Governing Body of the Deccan
Education Society placed on record the following re
solution on his retirement :-

"That the Governing Body parts with Professor
D. K. Rune with great regret not unmixed with eatisfac
tion I1S he is going to devote the rest of his life solely to
the amelioration of the condition of women generally.
Prof. Kane has throughout been a zealous life-member of
the Society and discharged his duties as Professor of
Mathema'ics with a single-mindedne3s of purpose. His
sincerity and directness combined with suavity of manner
have been' an example to all who devote themselves to the
promotion of public objects."

The Board of Life-members passed the follow
ing resolution.

" That on the eve of his retirement the Board wishes
to place on record its high appreciation of the service
~endered by Prof. n.K. Karve as a life-member oBhe Society.
Be has fulfilled hiB pledge by working activel,Y in the.
illstitutiolls of the Society for twenty :tears during which
his sobriety of judgment and wise guidance have . been of
the greatest help to 'Gne Board and his life embodying the
principle of plain living and selfless devotion to· duty has
ser~'ed as a model to his juniors."

r·
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SECOND MARRIAGE.

(Soon after he received the offer of the post at
the Fergusson College but before he actually moved
to Poona, Mr. Karve's first wife Radhabai died at
Murud where she had been .sent for a change. The
steamers were not plying at the time on account of
the monsoons and he was not with her at her eue})
We all regretted her exceedingly as she was like a
mother to us and we were especially sorry to see her
die when her husband was on the point of entering
upol).a wider stage.

~Qn coming to Poana Mr. Karve was approach
~d by some persons as to his future intentions about
matrimony but he quietIybrushed them off as he
was bent on doing nothing against his convictions,
When his mother and brother asked him about his

future, he said that he had resolved upon not marry
ing a young girl of twelve or thirteen and that if he
married again at all he would marry a widow; but
that if his mother was dead opposed to it, he would
yield to her so far as to remain unmarried aIto •

. gether. When she saw that he was fully resolved ..
she nobly gave him permission to do as he liked
although it went sorely against her old ide~ By
the way this has always been his method, to carry
his point by persuasion and not to make a frontal
attack. He had always been very considerate to his

mother and other relations. He was always willing
to give money to them, according to his pOWer,to
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satisfy their personal wishes about any religious,
rites or ceremonies even if he did not believe in

them provided they did not require him to do any
thing against his convictions. But he drew the line
at marriage with a little girl. He hoped and in
fact so~m succeeded in winning back their affections
by his delicate attentions and real love.

Early in his career :vIr. Karve had been convin
ced of the justice of widow remarriage by discus
sions with friends and by reasoning with himself.
He had never made his views on this subject public
because he was not fond of publicity and by tempe
r:;tment always avoided it. He had also observed
illustrations in his own village and in his own circle
where the heavy hand of society had fallen on
young widows who had gone wrong but had allowed
their male accomplices, who are generally the

greater culprits, to escape scot-free and preserve
their respectability in society. "Another example
occurred in the case of one of my distant relations.
The woman had gone ·wrong and her people were
considering in what way to get rid of the visible
fruits of her sin. She bad come to Bombay; when
I heard of this I saw her and her guardians. I
undertook to put lrer at school and 'educate her after
she returned from Pandharpur."-where there is a
foundling orphanage and where many such women
go for delivery-"and, if they were agreeable, to
take her with me and accept all further responsibi
lity about her; but they would not agree.":" If I had
~nly told them that I would hand her 6ver back to
them on her return from Pandharpur, they would.
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have immediately agreed. But they did not like the
idea of educating her and were greatly surprised
how I thought of this in the case of a woman who
was already disfigured according to the usual cus
tom. As my proposal was not accepted, I did not
concern myself with the matter any more."

C~ehad an instinctive passion for the uplifting
of women. He had done what he could to educate
his wife and sister. The eldest sister of Mr. Joshi
used to live in Bombay; her husband died ~1lldJ.\ilr.
Karve who regarded her as.'his elder sister tried to
persuade her not to undergo the usual trials; but
she could not bring her mind to resist the opprobrium
of her social circle) She never recovered her spi
rits after her husband's death and did a few years
afterwards .. He educated her daughter with his
son. In fact he always did what he could to persua
de any girl or woman who came under his influence
to go in for. education. He keenly felt the disabili
ties under which the sex laboured and resolved in_
ternally to do nothing himself to continue this state
.of things and if possible to set a personal example
against it •....) ..

The reillarriage of widows has now got over
the intense opposition of the orthodox. In1:893
the case was far otherwise. Only one .such
marriage had taken place before in Poona and ·less
than a dozen in the whole of Maharashtra. The

old arguments against it were still being brought
forward and believed in by the vast majority. But
in the last twenty years things have considerably

"altered. The repeated outbreaks of plague in all

'')
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.:1 .
parts of tbe country have carried off so many marri-
edyoung men and consequently prcduced so many
widows. who have never been wives that the hearts

of the most obdurate have been softened on ;eeing
their sad fate: even the orthodox wh:) theoretically
regard widowhood as only a cODsequence of the
Karma in past lives cannot reconcile their minds in
practice to the hard facts and have been often
heard to say that it would be very desirable, even
though against religion, it some remedy can be
found for.,this state of things. Twenty years ago,
especil:dly in villages and smaller towns a man who
had married a widow was a 'monster whom it would
be worthwhile going far to see. He used to be
really ostracised and intercourse with him was for
bidden. Now such a man passes unnoticed, and
in Poona the remarriage of a widow is fairly com
mon and barely calls for a remark.

(Mr. Karve's friendJ..\{r. Joshi had a second
sister Godubai who had become a widow before she

was teriJ For many years she had lived i.u Konkan
and had been living the hard life of the villages
working even in the fields with other members of the
family. She had come to Bombay for some time in
1889 when the two friends were living together.(lAbout this time Pandita Ramabai opened her Shara-
<faSadanin Bombay as a school professedly for the
education of Indian widows. Mr. Joshi determined
to semthis sister to this school and Godubai was tho
first \rido.wpupil of the Sadan. She was then about
twenty-five. After about a year Pandita Ramabai
transferred .the school to Poona a,nd Godubai went.



SECOND MARRIAGE • 39

.,'..,.
with it toPoona also) A short time afrt:r, a geat
agitation arose about the real as against the profess
ed objects of the school. It was soon evident that
proselytisation wa~ the real object, though educa
tion was adopted as the method, of the institution.
The Indian Advisory Committee consisting of the
late lVLr.Ranade, Principal Agarkar and others 're
signed and soon the school ceased to have any inter
est for the Hindu advocates of social reform from
within' and now it has taken the form of a mission
ary institution pure and simple. About a year after
Mr. Karve came to Poona, he was asked why he did
Ii'at remarry and Godubai's name was proposed. He
had never till then had any idea of the kind as her
parents were very orthodox in their views and as he
had been regarding her as his sister. But when
once the idea was put in his mind, he soon found
the eligibility of it and went and directly asked Go
dubai's consent. Apparently she had also been
sounded and the marriage was soon settled and cele
brated in Poona on 9th March IS93J It is interesting
to observe that thev-priest also offi~ted at this cere
mony was an old man of a very orthodox manner of
life who however. had somehow convinced himself
·of the advisability of widow remarriage and offered
to officiate at any such function while speaking
privately in Bombay to a friend. He was immediate
ly asked to go to Pooua where Mr. Karve's marriage
was to be celebrated the next day and he went and
offered himself unexpectedly to Mr. R. B. Joshi who
was making arrangements for the ceremony and
thus removed a great difficulty.l
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The marriage was widely noticed in the papers
and many thought that if the movement was to suc
ceed at all it can only be by such marriages being
practically seen by the people. The Mahratta of.
Poona edited by Mr. Tilrtk wrote as follows on the
event: "The ma.rriage which took place' yesterday
at the residence of the late Annasaheb Bhandarkar
in Shukrawar Peth; was, except being a remarriage,
in every way decent, and was performed according
to the strict orthodox ritual. Whatever may be Smr

opinion on the general question about the necessity
of widow remarriages, we must say that if the thing
is worth trying },\tall, it ought to be made in a way
that would make it popular. .Mr. Karve, though
never known to have been a blustering reformer,
has set a practical example of moral courage which
not a whole legior; of social quacks have shown
in their conduct." The Jag-addhitechhu a very re
actiona.ry paper, said: lIIf widow remarriage is reall;
against our religious books, then on religious
grounds only can we find fault with this marriaO'e, 0
and the parties to it. But looking at it purely from
a rational point of view we say that Mr. Dhondo
pant has set a very good lesson to his contempora-,
ries. It is quite true that there is very little to
blame in this remarriage." On the other hand many
other papers made the usual remarks about such
remarriages. But on whole lthe public opinion
as manifested in the press was very hopeful.

On Murud and the adjoining 'villages where Mr.
Karve was well known and respected the news of
this remarriage fell like a bomb shell. It became the /
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unceasing topic of conversation and some expressed
-a sense of regret that a promising career was cut
short by this mad deed. About a month and a half
-afterwards Mr. Karve wanted to go as usual to his
'Village to see his people. This news was flashed from
mouth to mouth and an emergency Gavaki (meeting
of the villagers) was called to~determil1e the manner
in which he should be treated and especially to lay

·down a line of conduct for his brother. It was re

solved that nobody should sit on the same carpet as
Mr. Kand, that nobody should go to a meeting: in
which he was present, and that if he carne again to
his own family house. his brother Bhikajipam would
be excommunicated. Mr. Karve is so very yield
ing in his nature that he did not mind the first two
conditions but the last by which he was prevented
from seeing his mother and his relations pained him
exceedihgly. For the next two or three years he
did not go again to Murud but then he went and lived
for a few days in a broken-down house and saw his
mother and sister secretly at dead of night. After
eight or ten years the rage of the villagers cooled
and he can now go to the meetings of the Murud

. Fund and even live in his brother's house, though he
has to eat separately still. As mentioned before,
one result of Mr. Karye's remarriage was the prac
tical extinction of almost all movements in the

village and taluka with which he was associated and
of which he was the leading spirit •. Only the Murud
Fund is still existing though not with its old vigour.

The second Mrs. Karve is an energetic lady and
she considerably helped Mr. Karve in his work and
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especially in the prarctical side of it. Her education.
has not, however, gone very far and she cannot take
that part in it which she might have taken other·
wise. Of their children three sons have survived,.
one of them, Shankar, is' in the Medical College, the
second, Dinkar, is in the Fergusson College and
Bhaskar th~ youngest is in the New English School.
As already mentioned before, Mr. Karve has by his
first wife one son Raghunath who after passing his
M. A. was appointed assistant to the Professor of
Mathematics at the Elphinstone College.
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WIDOW MARRIAGE PROPAGANDA.

®ter Mr. Karve's second marriage he came
to be looked upon as one of the leaders of the widow
remarriage movement and his advice and help was
l}l-waysin demand b) persons intending to remarry~
i(Iealso resolv~d to do what he could to further the
c~use. One o~s first moves was to get into to~ch
w.lth all the men who had personally marrIed

widows) (Their number was not large. The most
influential among them were R. B. Wamanrao
Kolhatkar and Mr. S. G. Paranjpe of the Forest
Department C. p, With their help he started a fund
for the help, of those families ~among the remarried
who were not we!l off; these are not likely to meet
with cOllsiJerate treatment from the general public
and their misery is certain to be used as an argu

ment against the reform:') Some of these familieswer,i~jn out-of-the-way pfuces where there were no

fac:'N":ies for the education of children, (So heofFrred to take car e of the education 'of suc~ild.I
re~hnn his own house in Poona and he thus got

tV¥lre,or four such children and put them to school;),.(ipne Ir two of these he helped with the small fund'
r~e h•.d collected. '

o~n his own family he also encouraged, thtt

pr~tl,or,lll. His brother's daughter was mart\ed,,to 8rm.~.vfho was. educated in his own house;! But he
mu. in Poona while he was studying' for the

;,~,'ligb\er's examination. Then he put his niece to," \
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school and got her to complete the full course in
the Female Training College of Poona. For some
time she was a schoolmistress in Berars but soon
with her uncle's advice she married his colleague at .

. the College, Prof. Govind Chimn:1ji Bh:lte. who is
now ~ch a leading personality in the reform cause
on this $ide of India. Curiously enough just when
the last mantras in the ceremony were about to be..
recited, Mr. Karve received a wire from me from
England that I had obtained unexpected success at
Cambride and he says he could not help sheddiRg
tears of joy on this doubly auspicious occasion.

~is idea of encouraging social intercourse
among all the remarried families and havmg an
organisation for the movement was approved of by all.
He formed an association for the encouragement of
widow marriage, Vidhawa- Vivahot.f'!.iak-211andali, the
members of which were either remarried t~lemselves

.or were prepared publicly to associate with them
in all ways. The association intended to encourage

widow-marriage without transgressiIJ~ as fliras
possible the caste system and old ways., The 'dea-'
was not to enrol any and every person whd, lad
·even a very dilute sympathy with the cause bl to
include only the stanchest advocates of the CUSl 'l.
The association also engaged a paid priest to per·
form a">l religious ceremonies in the houses 0, tb'
remarried families as the ordinary priests wouti. l'

,do them. Under the auspices of the' associat 't

several gatherings were held of remarried' f~' {. ~o
(!he association in 1895 changed its led

,an association for the removal of thc'prlead
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of widow marriage- Vidhava-r.'lvaha-pratibandha
mvarak-Mandali-at the suggestion of the late Prin
cipal Agarkar. Mr.:Karve· remained its secretary.
He was always very careful in matters of money.
He knew that several public movements founder on

.•th(:lrock of carelessness in money matteri) How
many public fund's,' e. g. memorial funds, 'have
entirely disappeared without anything being heard
about them when once public enthusiasm about
their object cooled down! .The debacle of Indian
banks two years ago was due to inadequate realisa
tion of the responsibility for public money. Mr.
Karve always keptthe accounts of his various insti
tutions scrupulously carefully and he is always
blaming himself that some of the money of his
institutions was lost in Swadeshi banks through his.
carelessness.

(The association made definite rules about the
conduct of its members. One rule laid down that for

the time being illtermarriagBs except between De
shasha, Konkanastha and Karhada Brahmans be not
allowed. Another directed that thread ceremony and
marriage ceremony shoulu be performed according
to the usual rites at least so far as ~o ensure the
applicabilily of the Widow Marriage Act of 1856.
A third recommended the observance: of the usual
restrictions about interdining at least on public
occasions. In fact he expressed his association as
present-day Hinduism plus widow-remarriage. It
must be remembered that these rules were for

mulated in 1897) andperMps some of these rules
light not have 6een necessary in these days after ,
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the lapse of eighteen years. The Association is
still existing, but Mr. Karve gave up its secretary
ship when his work in the direction of the educa.
tion of women grew in amount.

Along with the marshalling of the stalwarts in
the cause of widow marriage Mr. Karve also made
great efforts in focu~sing public opinion in favour of
the cause and gauging its extent. He divided peo·
pIe into five classes and tried to get writte'n opinions
from all educated people about their own classification.
among (i) those who are prepared to interdine with
the remarried publicly, (ii) those who are willing to
express their sympathy with the cause publicly,
(Hi) those who sympathise with the cause but are
not prepared to say so publicly (the opi:&ions of.
these were kept secret), (iv) those who are in favour
of some particular kinds of remarriage e. g., only that
·of virgins widows ~r childless widows, and finally,
(v) those who are entirely against widow marriage
in any shape or form. ,He had collected a ~ass of
opinion on this question but the papers he says are
now lost. When he travelled anywhere he used to
,give lectures and get the people to express their
.opinions on his printed forms. In about three
years he says he travelled for 130 days and spent
-.onit Rs. 95-5-9. In this connection it may be men
tioned that he always travelled third class and also
frequently on foot when a railway journey was not
possible. Among the .opinions that he collected
may be mentioned that of Mr. Tilak who had ex
pressed in ,writing that there is no objection to
'interdining with the remarried. Of. two member~
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-of the Legislative Council that he saw, one gave a
favourable-though secret-opinion while the other
bluntly said it I do not wish to be consulted
in this matter". One gentleman who with great
difficulty gave a favourable opinion on certain
,conditions had the courage later on to marry a
widow himself; while one headmaster of a high school
who had given a favourable opinion later on changed
and ~came an opponent of the cause.

:' (l)1r. Karve is not a great orator, but his sweet
and~sincere words always command respectful atten
tion. ~In his lectures he touched the various points
directly and never minced matters. He denounced
the marriages of old. men with very small girls as~ . ,
brutay Replying to the argument that perpetual
widowhood is a higher ideal than marriage he
rightly said that the married state is the one natural
to humanity but that if anybody from nobler mo
tives remained unmarried, that person was deserving
of all praise. Society should not expect this su-,
preme sacrifice of domestic bliss from all widows
while letting any man marry as many times as he

liked-even during the life time of. one wife. (Inquestions. of morality man and woman sh.>uld'1re
judged by the sam.e standard and a second marriage.
in the case of a man should be looked upon in the

same light as that in the case of a woma~~s a
practical course he recommended that widower!>
should marry only widow~

About this time he ®1ivered a lecture on the

Cause in the autumn series of lectures in Bombay.
Mr. Justice Ranade' was present at the lecture. (The"
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lecture appeared to have produce4, a good effect on,
the audience. At its close one young' speaker got
up and said that the Jwhole :t.:esponsibility for the
unpopularity of the cause of widow marriage must
be laid at the door of Mr. Ranade who failed' to act

up to his convictions when he could have done so.'
But Mr. Ranade ~heh got up and, coolly said HWe'
are lame and halt; you had better go ahead; we shall
sooner or later limp after you" and then made a
speech full of his usual information and advice and at
least brought the audience to think sympathetically
of the difficulties of pioneers though acknowledging
at the same time with admiration the greater merit

of acti§Y
IlJ. 1900 Mr. Karve went on a lecturing tour with

Pro£; Bbate and Mr. B. N. Bhajekar of Bombay to
the Southern Maratha Country. They: lectured as

well as visited the leading people pri~telyand won
some.symp~thy for the unpopular ca,l,1seand a great
d~ of resp'ectful attention to themselves. These
lecturing tours were given up since 8S his· work in
other directions increased. HThere is, he says, a
~reat want in our country of people who devote
themselves to their own special causes; and hence
the same persons ha.ve to do work of various kinds
and no Qne work is done, prop~rly. There is~ hope
for the revival of our moribund country only if it
can cOmInaud the services, of thousands of yooo
men and WOmendevoted to her cause:'.
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Chapter VIII.
WIDOWS' HOME.

Till 1900 Mr. Karve r,emained Secretary of the
Widow Marriage Association and then his place was;

taken by Prof. Bhate. He had already begun to
work seriously in another direction. He had already
found that the great difficulty in the advancement of

widow marriag, was' how to persuade people to,

take the step. 0t is educati,on alone that can occar ('sionally give one the strength to oppose the tyrannI .
of custom and the supposed binding of religioliD'
Mr. Karve saw from his experience that there is not
much likelihood of the _cause of widow remarriage
progressing by itself; but he also saw that while
there was considerable reluctance in many quarters
to take a step against what was considered to be a
fundamental principle of religion, there was all the
same a considerable amount of sympathy with the lot

of widows and that earnest efforts in this d~ction arclikely to prove immediately successfuY<.o£ course
the obvious means for bettering their lot was edu
cation.,' It was easy to persuade people to allow
their widOwed daughters or sisters to be educated
and thus bring some ray of light into their hapless ex
istence. Intellectual sympathy with widow marriage
is likely to result in action only rarely, but sympath~~
with the cause of their education may be immediately
reduced to action without rendering one liable t()
suffer great personal difficulties. Again a promis
ing effort in the cause of the education of widows.

4



50 CHAPTER VIII.

was frustrated in the cnse of Pandita Ramabai's Sha
rada Sadan as has been before related in another

connection. At the height of the agitation against
the Sadan in 1893, many talked of starting an indi•.
genous institution of a similar kind j but the talk
came to nothing as Mr. Karve was not then ready

for the work) .
Two indIgenous and partially successful attempts

had been previously made in this direction. Babu
Shashipad Banerji had started su~h a home In Ben
gal and closed it after a career of fifteen years as he
himself was getting old and as he found nobody to
continue his work. The other attempt was made
by R. B. Vireshlingam Pantulu. His little widows'
home .was started in Madras and transferred later
on to Rajahmundry, but he did not receive sufficient
help from the people, though he dedicated his whole
fortune to the cause. The latter institution is still

goi~ on though not in a very flourishing conditio~.,Mr. Karve in 1895 thought of starting a widows'
home under the auspices of the Widow Marriage
Association but he soon felt that the home would

start with an initial prejudice if begun. in this manner
and hence he' dete;miq.ed to start it indepelldent

lY~ Nevertheless he realised that his having
married a widow is sure to cause some prejudice
against it and he determined to live it down. The
widow marriage association appreciated his point of
view and the little sum collected at first for a
new home' was hande~ over to him' for the
use of his independent effort. Feeling however that
before he appealed for public assistance he must
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prove his own zeal in the cause, he gave his
-own savings of Rs. 1000 to the cause hI the begin
ning and with theassist;U1ce given by a friend be start
ed with two widows. A separate institution was out
of question at the time, so he put them in the Fe

male High School Boarding Hou~e and paid their
,expenses out of these amounts. i He published a
letter about it in the Sudlzarak and on the 18th June
1896 the Widows Home Association was started
with' Dr. R. G. Bhandar kar as president and Mr.
Karve as secretary. The report presented to mem
bers on 24th January 1897 contains the following:
"Mr. D. K. Karve toured for about two months and

visited Thana, Bombay, Baroda, Ahmedabad, Akola
and Amraoti to secure support for the institution.
Besides he also attempted to fecure help in Poona
itself. There are at present seven pupils who are
learning under its auspices. The balance to the ere
,dit of the association is Rs. 3220-14-II."

Such were the humble beginnings of the insti
'.tution. Next year he thought of haviug a home
:however humble-for the institution. But he deter.
mined not to touch the balance'in hand but to se

cure fresh funds for it. If he could not get enouO"ho
money-about five thousand rupees was all he
wanted-he resolved to pledge his own life insurance

.policy for it. After a short time he changed his
plan slightly and hired a house in Poona for it but
he carried out the idea of handing over his insurance

policy of Rs. 5000 to the institution and this has
been appearing till now anonymously in the reports
()f the institution.
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The actual home for the residence of the pupils.
-as against the association for it-was started in a
hired wada on the 1StJanuary 1899 with only one
widow pupil resident there. To avoid any misunder.
standing scrupulous care was taken to keep the home
free from any taint of the cause of widow marriage.
But still the numbers rose only very gradually. The
figures at the close of the first five years were suc
cessively 4, 7, II, 14, 21. But this gradual growth
enabled him to consolidate the foundations and build

up some permanent fund. (R.. B. G. G. Gokhale wasone of the great friends of 'the movement; he offered
some of his land at Hingne Budruk, a village about
four miles from Poona, for the building of the home.
At first this was thought to be too fal; from Poona ;
but during a severe epidemic of plague in Poana the
home was located in a temporary shed on that
land and on Mr. Karve's insistence the Council of the

Widows' Home agreed to locate it there permanently
and a small hut was built at the cost of Rs. 500. At
that time there was not even a cart road to the vil

lage, so all provisions had to be carried by mel1) In
the beginning there were only eight inmates. He
used to walk to the college every morninO' for his,• 0
work and return every evening often with some load
of provisions with him. His family used to live in
Poona itself as there was not enough room in the
hut and as his children had to attend school. Mr~

Karve did most of the teaching himseIf'at night ana
early in the morning. The internal supervision was
in the hands of a respectable elderly widow, the sister
of his first wife. He almost always spent his nights



WIDOWS' HOME. 53

there as he did not like' to leave the women only in
:a desolate place and often had to leave some sick
-child in his own house in Poona. But all these trou
bles and anxieties were cheerfully borne as it was a
.labour of love. The hut is still in existence and is
now considered hardly fit for cattle. Soon however
it was decided to build a pucca buildin~in the form
ora quadrangle and one side was built within a year.

The college vacations he used to spend in tour
ing for subscriptions for the home. He is very shy
in seeing people and he used to be content with
whatever was given to him. He did most of his jour
neys on foot especially those in the Kplaba and Rat
.nagiri districts. When the college was in session he
.also used to spend his Sundays in Bombay and to
lecture in various chawls or visit people privately.
His lectures and visits did not bring in much money
but they produced in many people sympathy for the
cause of widows. Some well-known and rich men

gave money to build rooms in somebody's name. In
this manner the home continually grew both in size
:and in public sympathy.r

( Mr.Karve reaUsed from the first that an institution

lik~the Widows' Home ought not to remain perma-.
nently under the superintendence of a mere man and
he was always trying to interest some ladies in the
:management and if possible to get them to volunteer
:for the work. After two or three years his attempts
began to succeed. The first lady to join him was
Mrs. Parvatibai Athavale, a younger sister of his se-

~ond wife. He put her in the Poona Female Train-
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ing College, and when she qualified as a teacher in'
1902 he made her the superintendent. Mrs. Parvatibai.
is an energ~Uc lady of great determination. She
soon got full control of the internal management and
used also to do R. good deal of the teaching work. A
year afterwards he enlisted Mrs. Venubai Namjoshi
and Mrs, Kashibai Devadhar of whom the former.-a.

cousin of the late Principal Agarkar-was a matricu
late and the latter an F. A. of the Madras Universitv
These were thus better qualified for teaching and one,
of them was made the superintendent of the school.

@rs. Athavale and Mrs. Namjoshi are still active
members of the Home and its sister institution; Mrs.
Devadhar resigned in 19 I 2 from some difference of
opinion. Since last year Miss Krishnabai Thakur, M.A."

has also joined' tl!,e institution and is now headmis-
tress of its school.':

. 0t was soon discovered that ladies could do the
work of collecting funds for the institution much
better than Mr. Karve himself. Mrs. Parvatibai, in
p~rticular, became a very successful collector of
funds. She has eloquence, ready wit and boldness.
and often takes a meeting by storm. A good exam
ple of this occurred at the Bombay Social Conference
of 1904 when her speech was by far the most impres
sive of all, though in one or two particulars her words
were, perhaps with justice, resented by real social re
formers:\ Mr. Karve is now the secretary of tho--.J
institution and of course its directing, genius and.
looks to the correspondence but he does not often go '
out touring for support.
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The growth of the Home during the last nine
teen years is given in the following table.

........I Balance at theOAA Receipts.Expenditure... .. end of the year •
~~~ ~.

Year
tfJ 0 C'S

\·as.\ p. R'Tl
~- ..

Rs. I as. \ p•

.~ ... "''"Cl Rs.Z::lC: "' ..

1896

·A·371586194 9 73520 I 141 II

1897

.(.2S72129460045953II4-

. 1898
.,.477913II84-2069871 89

1899

4410315675777[3218 08

1900

1037732I1787~I1015203 6II

1901

14-2~h5·34-184374:16275 j2
II

J9;>2

18
7371 I III:

957971014067 710

I
1903

30139741099068 . 13618973 5I

1904-

382085515I9187144-30541 510

J905

60180471010234-530
025236 08

I 1906

75119840

III

4-12106IS034969 130

1907

.65
158511308778II

01+2042 150

J908

80134074210988 6101+4461124-

1909

951628714-014629 S346120 5I

1910

10019173I914093137SII99 93

1911

1002II3314I1518012257151 II2

1912

10520247 I 12

I

16276 Sv36II2420

1913

10518973'154-18372 90161725 84-

1914

IIOIS320I~1031.8096545236 I'S9
I

•
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CThe Home has had very gratifying support from
all classes. Many have been giving liberal' annual
-donations and several have given large contribu
tions. But beyond all this it has educated the
public to their responsibility towards widows.
Even the very orthodox has begun to see that educa
tion is the means whereby they can be made
happief and their lives can be made useful to their

;relations and their count5] The home is now a
regular sight which every VIsitor to Poona must go;

°to see and the little - known village of Hingne
Bubruk is more famous than many towns of much
large size.

(fhe home stand~ for an idea. It intends to im
prove our conditions only just so far as they need
im.proveme~t but no further. It does not aim at
denationalising Indian women. It aims at keeping
the pupils Indian still j so it adapts its ways to the
usual life of the ordinary middle class Indian homes.
The girls are required to do a part of, the domestic
duties in- their colony. They are not taught to
look upon domestic work like cooking, washing and
grinding as beneath an educated woman. Every
day they are collected together in their Gita Hall
presented by Mr. G. B. Deval-and go through 'some
sacred texts. The usual religious observances like
fasts etc. are not forbidden. Even ill the case of
the tonsure of widows, those who prefer it are
allowed to continuethe~r usual custom thoUgh in
this- ,matter public opinion in towns is changing
rap'idly. Needlework is taught, but hand-loom
weaving which was introduced as an experiment for
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\.-8 few years has been given up, since it is not econo
· :mically paying and the girls do not come from
'.classes that take kindly to the work. The course
, .of studies is the usual course for primary and high
· ,·schools. Till recently the school had not all the
-classes.up to the Matriculation and girls studying the
higher standards were sent either to the New English
School Poona or to the Female High School. . Some
girls are sent up for the vernacular final also)

Of the pupils of the school about ten have
passed their Matriculation, one has passed her B. A •

.and is appearing for the M. A. next March, one has
passed her L. M. & s. and several aree studying in
Colleges. Some have gone in for nursing or the
medical profession, some have taken up the position

··0£ teachers and many have gone away after going
·through a part of the course only. A few have
.remarried. As to this subject the home main
tains an attitude of strict neutrality. At one time
it was even feared that this striving after strict

.neutrality was likely to degenerate illtoactive

.opposition to widow marriage. It Was. whispered
· that widows coming as pupils were required to give

a bond that they would not remarry within a certain
-definite period of their leaving the home. But
better counsels soon prevailed and the feared anta
gonism of the education of widows to their remarri-

:age was not maintained, hut strict neutrality only

·continued to be observed. ~obody wants the home
, -to be a matrimonial agency; but neither is it des

irable for it to be a home of obscurantism and un

.meaning opposition to new ideas. The usual con-
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dition, that interviews with girls wjth the object 1
of matrimony are prohibited Wh.ile tbe girls are in .
the guardianship of the hOlpe,. is quite enough tosecure this strict neutrality.\ Give widows education I

and they will be able to judge of their future them-!

selves.) I

®r a mere man to start and m~nage an institu.· I

tion for women is obviously a very difficult taSk);
Indian society-perhaps under the influence of degen
erate Moslem ideals-has in recent times come to

regard women f!om a very low standpoint, how
ever high the ideals that might have been cherished
in the dim hoary past.· The idea of a woman being
only fit to minister to the pleasures of the man and 1

serve him like a slave had all but taken the place of
of the higher ideal of her being an equal companion ;
to him; so deeply and- so long has this idea been !

current among us that our women themselves have- j
begun to regard it as their natural state, and we have 1

heard from women the comparision of women with
an earthen pot and of man with a metal pot. Con
sequently the average person cannot regard without
suspicion any efforts by man on women's behalf.

IThe work of Mr. Karve was thus very delicate; similar
work by some other leaders has been the occasion
of libel suits. But hardly a breath of sC!lndal has
blown over Mr. Karve's work. The great confid
ence that the public have in him is shown by no

fact so much as by this negative fa~.lTo quote Mr. Karve, u the greatest benefit that
has come from the. ~ome is the germ of hope that
has b".n. created in the hearts of widows them-
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seves. The object of the home is to infuse con
fidence iuto widows from those Hindu castes th-at

do not usually allow remarriage. and to show them that

education puts into the hand"sof young widows a ~means of ifilproying"' their minds, and making them l
self-dependent and enabling them to make good use
of their lives by workjng for a public cause; and
these objects are being fairly well realised.
Our society usually treats widows in such a way as
to make them often sav to themselves 'I What is the

• -,J- .

good of our continQiIig to live? Better if this life
which is a burden to ourselves and to others were
ended once for all!" When such heart-broken
women come to the home, they soon hearten them
selves, and begin to feel that life is a God-given
gift which can be useful to themselves and to their
country. In this direction of changing the mental
outlook of widows the work of the home has been.

of great importance to our society.j-/
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MAHILA-VIDY ALA YA·
.-\lmost from the beginning of the Widows'

Home, ~Tr. Katve used to get occasional applications,

from the guardian-s of unmarried girls for admissions
to it and some such girls were, and are still being,
admitted. Many guardians of young girls felt that
it ,,'ould be very good for their girls to receive
cheap education in a Hindu atmosphere and in
Hindu middle class surroundings. The Female High

-School in Poona served this . purpose to a great
extent but in recent years it has not been able to

. :':~Iltertaill all the applications that it received. Again
though the education there imparted is very efficient
yet there is somethin!S in it which some guardians
don't like, as a purely Hindu atmosphere can hardly
he kept up in an institution under the diJ:ect super
vision of a European or Christian lady. The educa
ticn of girls has been rapidly extending and ill towns
nt least parents are beginning to feel some
responsibility about it,., The marriage age of girls
has also been rising considerably and education is'
becoming a valued qualification for girls in the
marriage market' Only in Poona and Bomhay ar~
there some facilities for such education, but in othet'
pllccs there are none at all-at any rate unless th
guardians are prepared to put the girls in a boys'
school. In the present state of our society gro wo
up girls are likely to hear remarks about their un
Ilwrried state which aU:lrdians would Dot vdsh therun
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to hear, and thus if a man wishes, or is by cir.
cumstances compelled, to postpone the marriaO'e of;-:,

his daughter, he naturally thinks of giving her some
mental pre-occupation •

.~ I In these circumstances the need of fI, boarding
sohool for unmarried girls was very much felt. The
Widows' Home could not take in all such girls as it• L

was primarily intended for widows only. The
Council laid down a definite proportion beyond.
which the number of non-widows in the home should

not go, and this attitude was evidently just from
their point of view as the funds were obtained from
the public on a definite understanding. Mr. Karve
began his life-work with the education of widows)
but he never intended it to stop there. He wishes
for the uplifting of the whole female sex and he
lieves that in this uplifting lies the great hope of the
salvation of our country. From some points of view

the education of unmarried girls is even more
important than the education of widows. The latter

I can only indirectly tranfer the thoughts they receive
to the next generation as our society is not yet very
much in favour of wido\v marriage. '. Young un
married girls on the other hand are to he the mothers
of the next generation and any intiuences for the
good that can be brought to hear upon them will be
directly transmitted to future India and will be
fruitful of immediate ~ood: The work of reform in all
directions will be very much easier if mothers be
enlisted as auxiliaries in the cause. COIlversely no

reform movement will be permanent if it is confined

to men and makes it appeal to them only.l
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Mr. Ksrve, therefore, began to think of starting
another institution for girls only. As in the case
of the Widows' Home he started with small begin
nings. First of all he opened a small hostel for
them in the city awl sent those girls to learn either·
in the Female High School or the New English.
School-the latter being a school for boys. There
were two reasons which led him to send them to
the boys' school; first of all he himself was working
in the school and could thus be of some help to them
there; secondly, for some years some subjects like'
Sanskrit were not well taught at the Female High
School. He had also an idea of showing a possible
'way for the education of girls in places where there
is a boys' school but no g~rls' school. This experi
ment proved quite successful as far as it went. The:,
N. E. School has now practically discontinued the j

.practice of admitting girls as the Female High
School has removed the second cause of complaint
and as Mr. Karve's school can give room enough to
all applicants who can't find room in the former; it
does not wish to come into competition with the.
regular girls' schools. But in cause of necessity the
experiment can be tried again. After some time
some classes were opened in connection with the
hostel that was started and only the girls in the
higher classes were sent to other schools.

In 1914 there were about 90 girls in this school
and the number was continually increasing. In the
meanwhile NIr. Karvehad formed another plan about
the organisation of the school which had taken
shape. From the very beginning his idea was to
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train ladies to take up this work of the uplifting of
women and he had secured three or four ladies for

the Widows' Home. But they were not joining in
1IS great numbers as he desired. In our country real
:sacrifice is appreciated by everybody and Mr. Karve
..desired to give this instinct for sacrifice a new form.
The Servants of India Society started by Mr. Gokhale,
the members of which sacrifice their lives for the

.<:ountry's good and are prepared for any public
work that has to be done, gave him hints about
the details of the organisation. This organisa
tion he called the Nishkama-Karma-JIath (( the

hermitage for selfless work". The members were
to sacrifice their whole lives to it and to do any work
that may be given to them. All members old and
young were of equal weight. To learn humility they
were required to beg from house to house in the
beginning and in this manner to provide funds for
their work. Both men and women were admitted
as members; educational status was not much in
sisted on in the beginning. Only a determination to
be ready for any selfless work was the qualification.

On the ~th November 1908 J\fr. Karve and two
others took tbe following vows: ((In the name of

-the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe I hereby,
dedicate myself to the Indian Ladies' Mission that is
to be started to conduct institutions like the. I
Widow's Home" the Mahila- Vidyalaya and other simi-
lar ones. HenceforWard I have no claim over my
own existence. The association may make any
use it likes of me. -I agree to any arrangement that
may be made for my own and my family's mainten-
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l
ance ". Two other gentlemen with their wives soon
joined this math. Mrs. Parvatibai' Athavale and
her son a student in the Fergusson College also·
agreed to join it, t~e latter to actually begin to work
in it after he completes his education. Some other
young girls-pupils of the home-also agreed to·
come in after the completion of their/education. In
this way the math consisted of about a dozen persons.
Almost in the very beginning they prepared to take
the bold step of building a home for the Vidyalaya.
which was the first institution to be mawtged by it.

They had no funds to start with. But they made
plans for a building of about forty-thousand and im
mediately commenced the building operations bor-
rowing money on their own personal security ~
Luckilylfhe trustees of the late N. M. Wadia came to
their help and contributed a goodly portion of their
expense. Some money was raised by public sub
scriptions, but till last year there was a debt of a
few thousand rupees still left outstanding. The
building was built in close proximity to the Widow
Home on a piece of land bought for the purpose,.
the members of the math expecting to be asked to
take over the management of the Home some time or
other and Mr. Karve being of course the common
originator of both. The building can now ac

commodate about a hundred pupils .. 1
The close proximity of the Widows' Home an<f

the Mahila-Vidyalaya and the two associations which I

managed them with some common members and.'
some devoted.to only one of the two objects soon
led to difficulties. Apparently the lady workers in I

J
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-the Widows' Home except Mrs. Athavale did not
wish . to join the math but wanted to continue
·on their old terms with the Home. They were
-well educated, while some of the members of
the math were not. On the" minds of the girls
the impression caused by the juxtaposition of two
sets of 'public-spirited workers, one of which.

:avowedly made a bigger sacrifice than the other, was
anything but conducive to sound discipline. It was
,alleged that attempts were .made by the less far
sighted members of the math to get the better pupils
of the home to pledge themselves to join them. On
wider grounds of policy also, many sincere will
.wishers of the cause of women's education were
.opposed to some of the principles and methods of
-the math. They were entirely against the close
;association of male and female members which was
apparently at first cqntemplated and which, however
unobjectionable in the begi~ning in the case of
;pioneers, carried within itself the fatal seeds of decay
and corruption. The enrolling of young boys or
.girls as members before they could very well under
:stand and realise'ihe great responsibility involved in
the sacrifice of their whole lives, was totally against
the spirit of rational teform, which, e. g., opposes
,early marriage as an imposition of responsibIlities
without an adequate realisation of the consequencesl

(The idea of self-humiliation-as opposed to self.
,sacrifice-involved in the practice of going out to
beg alms of rice, &c., <I< is repugnant to modern idel$ of

'" Several of these methods were soon found impralOticableand pili.
IIp after a short time.

S
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self-respect, which has to be firmly implanted in the
minds of Indians. For these and similar reasons,.
the institution of the math did not recommend itself
S9 universally to the public mind as the Widows'
Home and the Manila-Vidyalaya} Newspapers oc
casionallyvoiced this public opinion. It was at one
time feared that the unhealthy rivalry maybe the
rujn of both th@)sepromising institutions. For some
time each institution maintilined a different school.
The classes in each were very small. In fact, each
seperate institution had not enough members to make

. a good class. But mutual jealousies for a time
opposed their amalgamation. Some of the members
of the Council of the Home also thought that the
VidyalaYl:!,was not necessary, as there was already a
girls' school in Poona. But at last better counsels
prevailed.

fWithin the last year the three institutions-the
Widows' Home, the Mahila.Vidyalaya and the math
-were amalgamated, The life workers of all the
institutions are to form one joint body of workers
in one association for the advancement of womenl
All persons who had given contributions exceeding
a certain amount were made members of this associa·
tion in imitation of the constitution of the Deccan
Education Society, and these contributors elect a Cer·
tain number on the managing committee. The
internal management is looked after by the life
workers who will have to form a committee consist..,

ing only of the better educated workers to look after
the school which is to be one for both the institu
tions. The two hostels were to be kept seperate,
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·one for widows and the other for the unmarried

and the few married-girls. The property aud the
liabilities of all the institutions were taken over by
this joint association. Dr. Sir Ramkrishna Gopal
Bhandarkar is the President of this joint body form-

·ed of the three old constituents. The math has for
·all practical purposes ceased to exist in the old form
as all its members have been taken up among the
life-workers. The bye-laws of this Board of
workers have not yet been completely formulated.
it is hoped that in future some definite educational
standard will be laid down for enrolment as life-

·workers as otherwise it is likely to be an asylum
for the unfit who are prepared to prate of sacrifice
and that all the workers will as far as possible be
on one level so as to do away with artificial distinc
tions.J

Under this new constitution the association is

now making very good progress. The joint school
·has been made a high school and will soon begin
to send up students for the matriculation. The
present head-mistress is Miss Krishnabai Thakur,
M. A. The school will have to place high ideals
before it and try to be the best possible of its kind.
The eyes of ,all India are on this institution as it'
·represents a purely Indian effort pregnant with
·great hopes of the future, for does not its success
mean hope after the speady !ise of one half of

,our submerged population?
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HOPES AND ASPIRATIONS·
,In the preceding pages Mr. Karve's work on be-

half of the public, and especially of women, has been
considered. For devotion to l~ single idea and cease
less endeavour to act up to it we can scarcely find
in India his equal. The way in which he has nursed
his institutions from the beginning, loved them and
sacrificed for them, must extort admiration from,
even those who do not appreciate his objects. The
future of the joint institution now formed seems,
secure if its future workers keep Mr. Karve's single
minded devotion as their ideal, and do not let any
personal bickerings come in the way of their work.
Hingne Budruk is already an example to the whole
of India and points out one sphere of activity
for public workers which, perhaps, is more neces
sary and pressing than many others.

Mr. Karve's life-work has shown stages of a,
regular evolution. Has the, process of this evolutioIL
stopped with the consolidation of all his educational
institutions into one institution ? He does not think
so. Before his mind's eye he finds floating a Women's
University evolving out of his school. He aspires.
to make Hingne the centre of all work for the uplift
of women. A Women's University is certainly the
normal course of evolution for women's educational
institutions. But, if we may venture to give a word
of caution, we will say that festinalente-hasten
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I slowly--is still fit to be the guiding principle of.
conscious evolution. His little hostel in the city
with two or three widows took twenty years to,
become a full high school. That school has yet to
pass its first matriculate. Its funds are not very
great, though what funds it has are all to be ascribed,

to ~he indomitable energy of Mr. Karve himself.
Let women show that they can--with me,n's help, if
necessary, but under their own direction--manage
such instit~tions properly, for after all the presence
of Mr. Karve is a happy accident, and even he can
not be expected to last for ever. We have full
confidence in their ability, but the province is one
which is new to them. A large number of women-
and men-of a very much higher calibre than he has
iust now got are required to launch out into a new
and more ambitions scheme. We are sure that his'
institutions will certainly produce them in time. The
foundations have been securely laid and the super
structure may take some time to rise.

'Though a few women may consider it desirabJe
to abstain from matrimony and live an independent
life, the normal career of every woman, especially in
India, is that of a wife. Mr. Karve's Mahila

Vidyalaya was started with the qbject of educating

girls so as to ~ender them fit for this care~ The'
studies in the school and its way of life are generally
suited to this end. But a purely academic education
may not be altogether fit for this career .. Some
subjects must surely find a place in the curriculum
of a girls' school that need not find one in a boys'
school. The public must be educated to feel that
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for a girl a course of training is all important and
not the stamp that certifies to this training, though
for boys who have got to seek employment the

stamp may by. necessary in the interests of theemployers. '1t ought to be regarded as a qualifica
tion for a girl in the marriage market that she has
had a course of training at Hingne. From this p~int
of view thp school at Hingne can try any number
of educatioual experiments which are not possible
for a boys' schoo),: Thus, for instance, it can make
a serious attempt at imparting education through
the vernaculars, regarding English as a second
language. In any case the school should place before
itself a high ideal and not be satisfied with a mere
name when the reality underlying it is not immedi
ately attainable.I'

The life-work exemplifies very well what earnest
devotion to public cause can attain. Though he has
not got the renown of a poJiticalleader, real workers
in the national cause have kept a secure niche in
tpeir hearts for him;olsome may even feel that his
work is found to prove more fundamentally useful
than that of many who for the moment occupy such
a large portion of the public stageJ But it· is a
matter of gratification to his friends and admirers
that even public recognition is slowly coming to his
share. 7When a few years a~o Government awarded
him the Kaisar-i-Hind Silver Medal, everybody
thought that the award was richly deserved. The
Presidentship of th~ National Indian Social Con
ference to which he has been called just now will be

..-adorned by him, and everybody will feel that a few
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mo~e lil~e him will rapidly change the social face of

India/j

I 'M . Karve has been known to the public for

hi~ dev )tion to a single cause and all his efforts
have be en devoted to it •.. But that does not mean
that heidoes not look with sympathy and interest to
other wi1YSof the advancement of our country. Ris

special ,vork has of course direct reference to all
I' reforms which have to do with the advancement of

women ;, but he considers that other reforms, e. g.,
the crus2.de against caste, are equally-if not more

-important, and he has not taken active part in it
because FIe believes in a specialisation of functiony.
He is eqHally keen on the political advancement of
our counltry and his admiration for leaders like
Ranade and Gokhale is unbounded. As regards his

religious'0pinions, he has shed many or" our old
religious I dogmas and his position may be called
broadly theistic. As far as art is concerned, he takes
no inter'est in the drama and not much in literature;
but he Fkes music exceedingly and is himself master
of a swi:1et voice though it has never been trained .

. /Mr: Karve's life is simple almost to a fault;
but the simplicity of his life is often more effective
than the knowingness of many who fancy them

selves clever. He has his faults; what huma.n being
has not ? But this can be certainly said that they
all lean to virtue's side.; He is like!y to fancy
others as truthful, earnest and public-spirited as
himself; but though he may be mistaken in this
view, still it is the best means to make them so.

Simple as he is himself and small as are his needs, he



72 CHAPTER X. 1 .

is prone to think that others can cheerfully l/ive"'in.
the same style. But he impresses upon every <:be the
important lesson of plain living and high -thinking,
for which this ancient land of ours was S(J 10nO'~
famous and which in these days we are so :l.pt to

forg~.(£0 the writer of this sketch Mr. Karve has
been guide, philosopher and friend from his learlh. '
years. His ftl.mily now extends to the whole of
Maharashtra and even beyond it. It can hardly be'
said of any man that he has no enemies; if it Cf..n
be said at all of anybody, it is of Mr. Kar're. 'The
admiration, respect and love that Mr. Ka,Dve has
inspired among such large numbers are indeed a
happy augury for our future; for next t.o being

.great oneself it is at any rate something to be able
to appreciate real greatness in others. It He wh0
calls the oppressed and th~ down-trodden his own,
kith and kin is to be considered the true saint, and;;'
the real God is to be seen in him, alone" safs ~he
Marathi poet, and Dhondo Keshav Karve- is a yJtrur

saint from this point of view, May he be ;~('
long to continue his saintly work in the caus~of

.our women !) ~..




