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R a s h t r a p a t i  B h a v a n , 
N e w  D e l h i- 4 .

September 6, 1969.

I am glad to learn that Shrlmatl Nathibai 
Pamodar Thackersey Women's University and other organi
sations have joined together to hold a function on the 
27th September, 1969, to felicitate Dr.(Sint) Premlila 
V. Thackersey on her attaining seventy-five years of 
age.

Dr. Premlila Thackersey's devotion and dedication 
to the cause of women's education will always remain 
an inspiration and an example. On this happy occasion, 
I send my best wishes to Dr.(Smt.) Premlila Thackersey



m o w

PRIME MINISTER

Calcutta, 
September 14, 1969

Dear Shrimati Thackersey,
My felicitations and good wishes to

you on your seventy-fifth birthday. We are 
indebted to you for your dedicated work for 
women. May you be with us for a long time to come.

Shrimati Premlila V. Thackersey, 
Vice-Chancellor,
S.N.D.T.Women’s University,
1, Nathibai Thackersey Road, 
Bombay 20 B.R.

Yours sincerely



‘ ‘Giri ja'’
30, Edward Elliot Road, 
Mylapore, Madras-4.

September 9, 1969.

Smt. Premlila V. Thackersey has worked indefatigably 
for the promotion of women's education in our country 
and I send my best wishes on this occasion.

S. RADHAKRISHNAN

C. RAJAGOPALACHARI
NA0R0JI ROAD 
CHETPUT 
MADRAS 31

September 4, 1969

My best wishes for the function 
on 27th September. I join in the tributes 
rightly paid on the occasion.

C. RAJAGOPALACHARI



CHAIRMAN
UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION 
BAHADUR SHAH ZAFAR MARG 
(MATHURA ROAD), NEW DELHI-1

September 6, 1969.
I feel honoured and happy to take this 

welcome opportunity to offer my most sincere 
felicitation to Smt. Thackersey on her 
completion of 75 years. She has rendered 
over several decades a most distinguished 
service to Women's education and to public 
life generally. She occupies a most honoured 
place amongst the pioneers and architects of 
women's education in our country. She has contributed 
to the development and progress of the S.N.D.T.
University in numerous ways, but above all by her 
great and inspiring example of dedication, 
perseverance and unswerving faith in the cause 
of women's education. I wish her many years of 
fruitful and devoted work in the service of 
education and the country.

D. S. KOTHARI

GOVERNOR OF 
MAHARASHTRA

Raj Bhavan,
BOMBAY.
September 5, 1969.

I am very glad to hear that the Shreemati 
Premlila V. Thackersey Seventyfifth Birthday 
Felicitation Committee is organising a function on 
the 27th September 1969, to felicitate Shrimati 
Premlila Thackersey.

Shrimati Premlila Thackersey has done wonderful 
work in the field of education, particularly for women, 
and in various other activities. Her life has been one 
of great service right through and she deserves the 
admiration of the whole country.

I wish Shrimati Premlila Thackersey a long life 
of continued good health and prosperity. May God bless 
h e r .

P. V. CHERIAN



GOVERNOR OF 
GUJARAT

Raj Bhavan, 
Ahmedabad.

September 13, 1969

I am glad to know that Dr. (Smt.) Premlila V. 
Thackersey has completed 75 years of her fruitful life and 
50 years of her valuable service to the Nation in the cause 
of women's education.

I send my good wishes on this happy occasion. May she 
live long to continue her great work in the sphere of 
education and social service.

SHRIMAN NARAYAN

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan 
Chowpatty Road,
Bombay-7.
September 12, 1969.

It is with immense pleasure that I associate 
myself with the celebration of the completion of 75 
years by Lady Premlila V. Thackersey. For decades I 
have watched the dedicated public service of Lady 
Thackersey and have been fascinated by the zeal and 
energy with which she has promoted the worthy cause 
of women's education. To her belongs in a large 
measure the credit for the progress and the preeminent 
position of the Shreemati Nathibai Damodar Thackersey 
Women's University. In the distinguished company 
of Mahatma Gandhi and Maharshi Karve, Lady Thackersey 
has made the cause of women's education and progress her 
life's mission. I join her numerous admirers in wishing 
her many more years of useful service to the women of 
India.

K. M. MUNSHI



SPONSORS
OF

DR. SMT. PREMLILA V. THACKERSEY 
FELICITATION FUNCTION

1. Shreem ati N ath ibai D am odar Thackersey 
W om en’s U niversity

2. U nited  W om en’s O rganisation

l. B haratiya V anita Samaj, Bombay

ii. Bhagini Samaj, Bombay

h i. Bombay Y oung W om en’s C hristian  A ssociation 
Bom bay

iv. Ind ian  Red Cross Society, Bombay

v. Tim e and Talent C lub, Bombay

vi. M aharash tra  State W om en’s Council, Bombay

vii. The League of M ercy, Bombay

vm . M ahila  M ilan, Bombay

ix. The Bombay Pradesh Congress M ahila  V ibhag, 
Bombay

x. V anita Samaj, Bombay

xi. P athare K shatriya V aktrutw ottejak Samaj, 
Bombay

x ii. Sarasw ati Bhagini Samaj, Bom bay

xiii. Sneha M andal, Bombay

xiv. R ash tra  Sevika Sam iti, Bombay

xv. K ote H indu Stree M andal, Bom bay

xvi. B hatiya Stree M andal, Bombay

3. V anita V ishram , Bombay, and Surat

4. Seva Sadan, Poona

5. H ingne Stree Shikshan Sam stha, Poona

6. K arve Institu te  of Social Service, P oona

7. Bombay D akshin  Vibhag Stree Sanstha Sam iti, Poona

8. The Ladies W ing of the Ind ian  M erchants’ Cham ber, 
Bombay

9. Stree M andal, Bombay

10. Bombay W om en’s Civic C orporation , Bombay

11. A ltrusa C lub o f Bombay

12. N ational C ouncil o f W om en in  Ind ia  (W est Bengal)

13. W om en G raduates U nion, Bombay

14. Vile Parle M ahila Sangh, Bombay

15. B haratiya Stree Seva Samaj, Bombay 

A dm irers and Friends



To
Dr. Shreemati Premlilaben V. Thackersey,
Vice-Chancellor,
Shreemati Nathibhai Damodar Thackersey Women’s University, 
Bombay

We, members o f the Senate, Syndicate, Academic 
Council, staff and students o f the conducted and affiliated 
colleges of Shreem ati N ath ibai D am odar Thackersey 
W om en’s University, Bombay, W om en’s O rganisations, 
friends and adm irers consider it  a great honour and privilege 
to greet you and felicitate you on the happy occasion of 
your com pleting seventy five years, which fell on January  8, 
1969.

N o  less th an  fifty years of your life tim e, energy and 
inspiring leadership have gone into seeing this infant U ni
versity grow into a full-fledged one. W hat was once a sap
ling has now grown into an  expansive banyan tree, rooted 
firmly in  its soil and w ith its branches spread out far and 
wide. Inadequate as the word “ Vice-Chancellor” is in the 
context o f  w hat you have done and  are doing for this 
University, we cannot bu t gratefully and  proudly record 
the fact th a t during  the last twelve years th a t you have 
functioned as the Vice-Chancellor o f th is U niversity, you 
have invested the C hair w ith grace and  dignity, brought 
new visions, opened new horizons, laid firm guide-lines and 
established healthy trad itions which would rem ain the 
source o f cheer, strength  and insp iration  to us in  years to 
come. The finest gift a m an can give to  his age and tim e is 
the gift o f a  constructive and creative life. Y ou have de
dicated your life to  those things which are enduring, and 
the w ords o f W illiam  Jam es th a t “ the great use of life is to 
spend it on som ething th a t will ou tlast i t” , describe your 
m ission in  life aptly.

M adam , we are no t unaw are o f the fact th a t your 
fervour for education, especially wom en’s education and 
social service, has no t been confined only to  th is University, 
bu t has flown into a num ber o f o ther bodies and institu 
tions, such as, the Inter-U niversity Board o f  Ind ia  and 
Ceylon, K asturba G andhi N ational M em orial T rust, V anita 
V ishram , Seva Sadan, Lady N orthcote Orphanage, J. P. 
Trivedi and D r. Koyaji M em orial Trusts — to nam e only

few — which have had the benefit o f your sober and 
enlightened leadership.

Y our illustrious husband, Sir V ithaldas Thackersey, 
was a  prince am ong men, com bining in him self the visions 
o f a lofty idealist with the acum en o f a successful business
m an, whose career was too sadly and suddenly nipped be
fore all his benevolent visions could m aterialise and fructify. 
In  a  significant way, M adam , you have not only followed 
the footsteps of your illustrious husband, no t only used 
every ounce of your physical, m ental and spiritual energy 
to  transla te  his dream s and ideals into concrete realities, 
bu t have also explored several o ther avenues o f selfless 
service on your own, which have earned you well-deserved 
tributes of adm iration  and respect from  the highest to  the 
lowest.

Y our public life is in harm ony with your private life, 
which is characterised by simplicity, sincerity, tolerance, 
courage, com passion and illum ined by an unswerving 
faith  in  G od. Y ou are deeply religious and to  you religion 
includes service to society as m uch as devotion to G od. 
Sir V ithaldas Thackersey C haritable T rust and another in 
your own name bear eloquent testim ony to the silent and 
selfless m anner in which your hand  and heart go out to  
alleviate poverty, suffering and sickness w ithout any dis
tinction of caste or creed.

We could see th a t the holy scriptures particularly  the 
Bhagwadgeeta, w hich you are know n to hold in  the 
highest esteem, have indeed played a significant p a rt in 
m oulding your character and personality, enabling you to  
be im m ersed in activities w ith a  supreme sense o f sublime 
detachm ent. Y ours is verily a Rajayoga, K arm ayoga and 
Bhaktiyoga rolled into one.

Though deeply rooted in the finest traditions o f Indian 
philosophy and culture, which along w ith your progressive 
outlook establish you as one o f  the finest examples of 
Ind ian  W om anhood, you are equally a t hom e w ith con
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tem porary trends o f m odern science, technology and civi
lization. Y our keen and  active interest in  our faculties o f 
H om e Science and  N ursing, as also in the proposed Techno
logical Institu te  for women on our Juhu C am pus are evi
dence o f th is fact.

Y our stam ina, alertness and memory and your capacity 
for hard  w ork, efficiency, and  punctuality a t the age o f 
seventyfive are o f such order as to  p u t even m any a  young 
woman and  m an to  shame. Y our vision and grasp o f the 
whole, along w ith an  eye for the m inute detail in  m atters 
of day to day or long range p lanning, finance and adm ini
stration have enriched our University as they have enriched 
other institu tions having the benefit o f your guidance and 
leadership. Y our example, your words, your ideas, and your 
ideals will be projected in to  the future to  live for ever in  the 
lives o f others. Y our success has been the acceptance o f the 
challenge o f the difficult. The inspiring w ords o f Phillips 
Bowls are true about you. H e says: “ D o no t p ray  for tasks

equal to your powers. P ray  for powers equal to  your tasks. 
Then the doing o f  your w ork shall be no m iracle, but you 
shall be the m iracle” . Truly, you have been a  miracle.

We voice our feelings in  the words of Isavasya Upa- 
n ish ad a :

tt;* ^  11

and express our heartfelt wish and pray th a t you may live 
to  be a hundred so th a t we m ay have the honour and p r i
vilege of honouring you on your centenary.

M . D . C haudhari,
M inister fo r Education, 
G overnm ent of M aharash tra  and 
President, Smt. Prem lila Y. 
Thackersey Seventyfifth 
B irthday Felicitation Com m ittee

Bombay,
September 27, 1969.

T d ’rcrTTFT srat f ^ p r :  ics

The wealth o f  the good is fo r  the welfare o f  others



Gleanings in the life of 
Dr. Smt. Premlila Vithaldas Thackersey

D r. Prem lilaben Thackersey who has ju st completed seventy 
five years o f her eventful and fruitful life dedicated 
to  the service o f the nation  and Shreem ati N athibai 
D am odar Thackersey W om en’s U niversity in particular, is 
a rem arkable instance o f  w hat courage and will-power o f 
an  enlightened individual can achieve against heavy odds. 
I t  also shows how an ordinary  w om an can rise to  the p in 
nacle of glory by working hard  w ith understanding and 
faith  and  th a t academ ic qualifications are no t the only 
essentials to m ake a life successful.

H ailed a t her b irth  on January  8, 1894 as a  gift from  
G od, by her father Sheth D harsi P ursho ttam  o f a devout 
B hatia fam ily o f R ajkot in  an age when the b irth  o f a 
daughter in a H indu fam ily d id  no t usually call for any joy, 
she was fondly nam ed Bachuben. L ittle did the fond parents 
dream  th a t th is daughter o f theirs was later to  become a 
m other to  m any women o f Ind ia . She took  her vernacular 
education in  a local board  p rim ary  school a t R ajkot, but 
d id  not find further incentive to  study further, in keeping 
w ith the prevalent social conditions o f the tim e. A t the age 

'o f  twenty, she was m arried  to  Sir V ithaldas Thackersey, 
a leading industria list of Bom bay who renam ed her 
Prem lila.

After her m arriage, her form al education, w hich had 
abruptly  ended under social com pulsion was resumed at 
the instance o f her husband, who engaged an  English lady, 
M iss Favell, as her tu tor-com panion, besides engaging first 
ra te  tu tors to  teach her Sanskrit and  M usic. Prem lilaben, 
who had only lacked the opportun ity  bu t neither the ap ti
tude nor m ental equipm ent for higher studies, m ade rapid  
strides to  equip herself as the avowed life p artner o f her 
illustrious husband, whose m ultifarious activities included 
contacts a t all levels from  the highest to the lowest in  the 
industrial, social, political and economic fields in  the 
country.

Prem lilaben recalled how Sir V ithaldas in  one o f his 
first letters to  her on the eve o f their m arriage had defined 
his a ttitude towards life, which consisted of selfless service

to society and no t ju st a self-centred enjoym ent o f affluence 
and  creature com forts which they had in  abundance. He 
had  also held before her the ideal o f Smt. R am abai R anade 
the wife o f the great Ind ian , Justice M ahadeo Govind 
R anade, the founder o f  “ Sevasadan”  and suggested tha t 
in  the changing context o f reawakened India, the w om an 
had  also to  contribute to  the all-round progress o f the 
country. Such a supposedly exacting prospect would have 
ha lf frightened or dam ped a young g ir l ; bu t far from  being 
dam ped or deterred by such a prospect, Prem lilaben re
solved there and then to  accept th a t ideal and stand by her 
husband’s side in  realising it. She knew th a t she had to  go 
a long way, no t only in  reaching ou t for th a t high ideal 
bu t also to  be w orthy of being a helpm ate in her husband’s 
private life and public career. Social customs and barriers 
in  those days were ra ther forbiddingly severe; women then 
did no t breathe the open air as much as they do now, but 
Sir V ithaldas was determ ined to  m ake a Lady o f the young 
w om an he had m arried — not hesitating even to take her 
out horse-riding w ith him  every m orning and took  her out 
touring all over Ind ia  w ith him  to  educate her in  a much 
b roader sense.

In  1917, Sir V ithaldas and  Prem lilaben, on their first 
v isit to  the H indu  W idows’ Hom e at Higne in  P oona met 
D r. D . K . K arve who had  ju s t then planted the seedling of 
the Ind ian  W om en’s University w ith only four students on 
its rolls. This was only a  prologue to  the happy association 
when, later, Sir V ithaldas and  D r. K arve, joined hands in 
raising up the only University for women in  Ind ia  and 
am ong the very few such institu tions in  the  world.

In  1919 when the Thackerseys were p lanning a  world 
tour, Prem lilaben wanted a lady com panion to  accom pany 
her. Sir V ithaldas wrote to  D r. K arve, who responded by 
sending one of his m ature students, Smt. Sitabai Annigeri, 
for the  purpose. A ll necessary preparations having been 
m ade, Sir V ithaldas, Prem lilaben and a party  consisting of 
Sir M . Viswesaraiya, Shri M ulraj K h atau , Shri and  Smt. 
M angaldas M ehta and Sitabai Annigeri set out on M arch 14,
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1919 by the S. S. D unera. O n the first lap  o f their voyage 
they disem barked a t Japan  where they visited the W om en’s 
University in  Tokyo. Prem lilaben’s day to  day diary of the 
journey reveals how the U niversity w ith 1700 women on its 
rolls, o f  whom  800 lived on the cam pus itself im pressed the 
visiting couple and inspired them  to have som ething on 
the same lines for women in  Ind ia . On the next lap  of 
their journey  to the U nited States o f  A m erica via H ono
lulu, after a v isit to C hina, they had  ample tim e on the ship 
to  follow up  th is idea. They asked Smt. A nnigeri m any a 
question about the University which, as coincidence would 
have it, was founded by D r. K arve exactly on the m odel o f 
the W om en’s U niversity in  Japan  on the basis o f a booklet 
sent to  him  by a friend in  1915.

A fter spending two m onths in  A m erica, the party  left 
for C anada and subsequently to  the U nited  K ingdom , 
reaching Liverpool on 25th of September. Sir V ithaldas’s 
sudden indisposition cut short the tou r and  the party  
returned to  Ind ia  on 23rd o f Novem ber by the Scindia ship,
S. S. Loyalty. On the pier am ong others w aiting to  receive 
them  was D r. Karve. Sir Y ithaldas was a m an of quick deci
sions and his m ind seemed to  have been m ade up on w hat 
he was going to  do for the education of Ind ian  W omen. 
H e asked D r. K arve if  he could see him  in the evening; 
and the m eeting w hich then took  place left D r. K arve 
completely overwhelmed, for Sir V ithaldas spontaneously 
and unprom pted offered him  a sum o f no less than  rupees 
fifteen lakhs for the W om en’s U niversity, subject to the 
m ain conditions th a t the University was to  be nam ed after 
his revered m other Shreem ati N ath ibai and  th a t the head
quarters o f the U niversity should be shifted to  Bombay.

In  1920, Sir V ithaldas, Sir Lallubhai Samaldas, 
D r. Jivraj M ehta, Shri M adhavji D am odar and Lady 
Thackersey were nom inated by the Thackersey family to  
the Senate o f the University. Twenty-six years old Lady 
Thackersey’s initial hesitation and diffidence were persua
sively overcome by her husband’s insistence th a t one al
ways learnt, no t by evading bu t by accepting responsibilities. 
Since then, Lady Thackersey never looked back, bu t con
tinued to  be intim ately associated w ith the working of the 
U niversity till th is day.

Sir V ithaldas and Prem lilaben who were then living in 
a rented house a t Poona, decided to  have their own house 
and purchased some acres o f land on the Y ervada H ill in 
P oona w here there was a sm all tem ple dedicated to  Lord 
Shiva. The construction  o f the house, which later came to  
be know n as “ P arnaku ti” , started under their direct super
vision. The urge for “ P arnaku ti” has an  interesting history 
behind it. S ir V ithaldas used to  have religious and  philo
sophical discourses w ith Shri B apat, an  em inent Shastri o f 
Poona, w ith whom he also read the Bhagwadgeeta. This led 
to  a desire to  have a  secluded spot o f his own where he 
could retire and  quietly m editate. Thus was born the idea

of “ P arnaku ti” which instead of a small cottage finally 
came to have the architectural beauty and proportions o f 
a m agnificent structure, still know n all through the country 
by its unassum ing nom enclature “ P arnaku ti” . I t  became 
world fam ous when G andhiji carried out his H arijan  fast 
there in  1933 and newsmen called it the “ M arble Palace” .

On June 1, 1922 the Thackerseys took  their residence 
in “ P arnaku ti” which was ready to  receive them , though 
no t altogether complete in  several o f its details and  ap 
pendages. H ardly  a little  m ore th an  tw o m onths had  elapsed 
when Sir V ithaldas, who was then w ith Prem lilaben on a 
visit to  Bombay, suddenly took  ill. H is ulcer bu rst; the 
family physician and best surgical help were rushed; the 
operation was perform ed; but the fatal m om ent arrived on 
the m orning of A ugust 12,1922 when Sir V ithaldas breathed 
his last. F o r Lady Thackersey, who was then only twenty- 
eight, it was a shattering blow and her agony could more^ 
easily be im agined than  described.

Prem lilaben, on the threshold o f her life, hopes and 
dreams was heart-broken. I t  was a  stunning blow from 
which the prospects o f recovery were dim . The ship all set 
for sm ooth sailing was wrecked in  mid-stream. Few could 
have the strength to  raise one’s head after th is p rostra tion  
o f dire calam ity. She cut herself off from  all activities, but 
even before the wound had  healed, she showed exceptional 
resilience and  her husband’s ideals and teachings gave her 
courage and sustained her ever afterwards. The voice of 
the Bhagwadgeeta, her daily refuge and solace, came to 
her aid:

î rr snwnft sprrspft i
■o

Prem lilaben hearkened the call of “ battle” ; and some 
four years later, emerged from  the excruciating ordeal of 
her bereavem ent and  plunged herself into one activity after * 

another to  transform  her husband’s visions in to  concrete 
realities. I t  was in  1926 th a t am ong other things, she picked 
up the old th read  th a t had bound her to  the W om en’s 
University. In  fact, she completely identified herself with 
the infant University and has ever since played the m other’s 
role in  rearing i t  up.

In  1936, the headquarters o f the University moved 
from  P oona to  Bombay. However, the University had no 
building o f its own. The office and  the A rts College were 
run  in a rented premises. W ithin  a few m onths Prem lilaben 
saw Lord W illingdon, the Viceroy and  Lady W illingdon, 
both  o f  whom  she found extremely sym pathetic tow ards the 
cause and then  w ith the help o f Lord  Brabourne, the 
G overnor o f Bombay and  Sir Jagdish P rasad , m em ber of 
the Viceroy’s Executive C ouncil, p lo ts on Q ueen’s R oad 
were acquired where the present buildings o f the University 
are located.
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Between 1937 and  1947 there are a num ber o f historic 
occasions for the U niversity, w hich was looked after by 
Prem lilaben as her own offspring and  w hich was guided by 
the founder M aharsh i K arve and  veteran workers like Sir 
S itaram  P atkar, Shri H . L. K aji, Shri D ivetia, and Shri 
K . M . Zaveri and others. In  1939, as desired by the Senate 
o f the University, Prem lilaben w ent all the way to  Rajkot^ 
where M ahatm a G andhi was resting after his h istoric fast, 
to  request h im  to deliver the convocation address. Though 
Bapu could no t be persuaded to  do it , he yielded to  Prem- 
lilaben’s pressure to  rem ain present on the occasion on two 
conditions: one th a t he would no t speak at all, and  the 
o ther, th a t Prem lilaben should approach  Shri B. G . K her, 
C hief M inister o f  Bom bay State to  deliver the convocation 
address in  G ujarati. Back went Prem lilaben to  Bombay 
and  approached Shri B. G . K her who readily obliged.

The convocation was duly held in  Sunderbai H all. I t  
was a m ost unique and  m em orable occasion. O n the dias 
sat, by the side o f Prem lilaben, M ahatm a G andhi, Sardar 
Y allabhbhai Patel, Smt. Sarojini N aidu , Subhas C handra 
Bose, Sir M . Viswesaraiya, M eeraben and a whole galaxy 
o f  national leaders and prom inent persons. Though 
G andhiji d id  no t u tter a single w ord, his very presence, 
occasionally lit by flashes o f th a t child-like smile so charac
teristic o f him , sanctified the occasion and  raised it  to 
historic significance and  an  unforgettable experience.

Then in  1942, the U niversity celebrated its  Silver 
Jubilee under the Presidentship o f  D r. R adhakrishnan, 
who delivered one o f  the m ost illum inating and inspiring 
addresses in  the annals o f the University. O n th is  occasion, 
Prem lilaben was able to collect a good am ount. This collec
tion  prom pted D r. M . R . Jaykar in  his Silver Jubilee 
speech a t the P oona College to  describe her as Ind ia’s 
th ird  “ royal beggar”—next in  th is respect only to  M ahatm a 
^Gandhi and  P an d it M alaviya.

T hough the U niversity  degrees were accorded equi
valence and recognition in  1937 by the G overnm ent of 
Bom bay for em ploym ent purposes, it  was over a decade 
later in  1949, after Ind ia ’s Independence, th a t the U niver
sity was granted the charter by the Governm ent. M ost 
appreciative words were said by all those who spoke on 
the occasion when the Bill for g ran ting  the charter to  the 
U niversity  was introduced in  the Legislative Assembly 
under the leadership o f Shri B. G . K her, as this U niver
sity had  brought new hope and  cheer to  thousands of 
women who would have otherwise rem ained the “ un
lighted lam ps” .

In  1949, when the U niversity received statu tory  recog
n ition , Shri M orarji D esai, the then H om e M inister o f the 
Bom bay State telephoned Prem lilaben at Poona, convey
ing the G overnm ent’s desire to  nom inate her as the first 
Vice-Chancellor. Prem lilaben begged to  be excused, but 
she could no t bu t accept the honour when Sir M aharaj

Singh, the G overnor o f Bom bay pressed her to  do so.
In  1953, the U niversity conferred the H onorary  Degree 

o f D octo r of L iterature on her as well as on D r. K arve, the 
tw o m ain pillars o f the University for their dedicated 
services to  the institu tion . The Banares H indu University 
w ith which she was associated since its foundation , also 
conferred the H onorary  Degree o f D octo r o f L iterature 
on her in  1956.

The U niversity celebrated B harat R a tn a  D . K . K arve’s 
centenary in  the Brabourne Stadium  under the President
ship o f Jaw aharlal N ehru  in  1958 when he came all the way 
from  D elhi to  felicitate the grand old M aharshi in person. 
Prem lilaben utilised th is occasion too , to  play the role of 
a  “ royal beggar” and  collected a  substantial am ount for 
the U niversity, bu t no t before offering her own contribu
tio n  o f tw o lakhs o f rupees.

W hen the bilingual State o f Bombay was bifurcated 
into the Separate States o f M aharash tra  and  G ujarat, 
Prem lilaben m et Shri G ovind V allabh Pant, the then Hom e 
M inister o f the G overnm ent o f Ind ia , who assured her tha t 
the special features o f the U niversity would be retained and 
th a t i t  would continue to  enjoy its unrestricted jurisdiction.

E ight years later, in  1966, the University celebrated its 
G olden Jubilee and Prem lilaben succeeded in persuading 
Smt. Ind ira  G andhi, Prim e M inister o f Ind ia  and D r. Z akir 
H usain , President o f Ind ia , to  inaugurate the Golden Jubilee 
and preside over the concluding function. Prem lilaben 
w ith her am azing insight into the intricacies o f finance, 
decided to  take advantage of this occasion also for repleni
shing the exchequer o f the U niversity. She made a beginning 
by donating  six lakhs o f rupees herself. I t  was m ainly due 
to  her personal efforts and guidance th a t the University 
was able to  collect a  considerable am ount.

A fter 1951, when the U niversity was pu t on the Statute 
Book, i t  has m ade rap id  strides, expanding in all directions. 
D uring Prem lilaben’s three consecutive term s as Vice- 
Chancellor, enrolm ent has increased from  1,150 to 12,500; 
the num ber o f conducted and affiliated colleges rose to 
from  4 to 20; and  new faculties o f H om e Science, N ursing 
and E ducation  were added. The spacious cam pus o f the 
U niversity was found to be too small and a  p lo t of land a t 
Juhu was acquired to  m eet the requirem ents o f the new 
faculties w ith the ir growing num bers. Prem lilaben soon 
hopes to  add the Faculty  o f Technology to the existing 
ones to  meet the changing needs of Society.

Prem lilaben has served th is U niversity for ha lf a 
century which also happens to  be alm ost the age o f the 
U niversity itself. N ow  a t seventy-five, when she is retiring 
as Vice-Chancellor, one is alm ost tem pted to say th a t the 
history o f the U niversity is the biography o f Prem lilaben, 
were it not for the fear th a t she would be the first to  deny 
this, adding w ith her characteristic hum ility, th a t it  is 
others who have worked and she is given the credit for it.
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Though the Shreem ati N ath ibai D am odar Thackersey 
W om en’s U niversity is Prem lilaben’s pet child , it  is not the 
only one to  m onopolise her a tten tion . There are in  fact 
several o ther institu tions such as the K astu rba  G andhi 
N ational M em orial Trust, the V anita V ishram  a t Bombay 
and Surat and  the Seva Sadan a t Poona, to  nam e only a 
few, w hich have no less benefitted from  her ab ility  for 
organisation  and  service. A ll w ork is for her o f the nature 
o f “ Y agna”  which she perform s solely for the satisfaction 
o f having done her duty w ithout expectations o f return . 
T hrough her un tiring  efforts as the C hairm an o f the 
K asturba T rust for over a  decade, constructive w ork and 
relief for women in  distress have reached even the rem otest 
villages in  the farflung corners of the country. I t  m ust have 
been no sm all satisfaction to her to see K astu rb a’s and 
M ahadeobhai D esai’s Sm ruti M andir form ally inaugurated 
by Shri M orarji D esai on 22nd February  1969 a t the Aga 
K han  Palace which was turned over to  the nation  as a his
torical m onum ent by H .H . the Aga K han  on the same day.

Prem lilaben’s association with M ahatm a G andhi and  
K astu rba  was bo th  in tim ate and long. She first met G andhiji 
in  1915 a t the residence o f Smt. Jaijibai Petitw hen  Gandhiji 
returned from  Africa. She m et him  again in  1924 a t the 
Sassoon H ospital although she was in  touch w ith his ac ti
vities during the intervening period. In  1928, she visited the 
Sabarm ati A shram  and  in  1930 G andhiji stayed a t “ P arna
ku ti” for few hours. Since then Parnaku ti gradually assumed 
the eminence of a  national guest house where, besides Ba 
and Bapu, R abindranath  Tagore, C. R ajagopalachari, 
Subhas C handra Bose, Sarojini N aidu, Jaw aharlal N ehru, 
Sir Jagdish Prasad and  a host of N ationa l lum inaries en
joyed Prem lilaben’s impeccable hospitality. N o  wonder th a t 
C. R ajagopalachari, the then G overnor General o f India, 
after enjoying her hospitality  wrote back “ I t was m ost 
rem arkable the way in which you discharged the duties o f 
hostess as correctly as any of the G overnors of Provinces 
w ith whom  I stayed” . Subhas C handra Bose, the then 
President o f the Ind ian  N ational Congress, m ade a pene
trating rem ark in  his letter to  her when he said, “ you 
have th a t unique quality whereby you can draw  even a 
stranger tow ards you”—the tru th  o f which is shared by 
thousands of men and women, high and low, who have 
found themselves absolutely a t hom e w ith her. Prem lilaben 
is an  aristocrat, bu t no t an  au tocrat and  considering how 
often wealth is accom panied by snobbishness and in
tolerance one is amazed a t Prem lilaben’s modesty, sym
pathy, tolerance and com passion. In  the “ P arnaku ti” itself 
she has been running for years a  hostel for girls in  less fo rtun 
ate circum stances where boarding, lodging and tu ition  are 
free. Sir V ithaldas D am odar Thackersey C haritable T rust 
and another in  her own nam e offer financial help to  innum er
able students, widows, the old and  the disabled w ithout 
any distinction o f caste or creed. Sir V ithaldas N agar

a t Santacruz, Bombay, aim s a t providing decent residential 
blocks on m oderate rent. Prem lilaben is a deeply religious 
person an d  the beautiful tem ple a t Sir V ithaldas N agar is 
not only suggestive o f her religious fervour bu t also o f her 
aesthetic taste.

Prem lilaben’s public life is o f a piece w ith her private 
life—both  rem arkable for purity , integrity, hum ility  and 
sim plicity. Living a disciplined, alm ost austere life, her 
daily routine com prises getting up  a t four in the m orning, 
w ith silent prayer and  a regular walk and then attending to 
the daily routine. A fter a  little  rest after lunch she attends 
U niversity office and  her business engagements, office work 
and  tru st w ork, a t which she is equally a t home. She holds 
a  prom inent place in  the working of the Thackersey G roup 
o f M ills and  she is keenly interested in  the progress of 
Sirdar C arbonic G as C o., Ltd. which was started  by her 
husband. She m anages her own finances independently. 
Inspite of her m ultifarious activities, she always finds time 
for her social calls to  visit an  ailing friend or a  sick relative. 
She draws her insp iration  for w hat she is and w hat she does 
from  the trad itio n s o f Ind ian  philosophy, religion and cul
ture. She m aintains her health  and physical stam ina, largely 
it seems, on the strength of her fa ith , her hum anism , her m oral 
outlook, sim plicity o f nature and u tter selflessness in her 
dealings w ith others. She is still fond o f travelling and  uses 
every official occasion to  v isit religious and historical places.

Am ong the influences w hich m oulded Prem lilaben’s 
life and personality  were those of her devout and  cultured, 
parents in  childhhod, th a t o f Sir V ithaldas, her husband, 
who shaped her into a person sharing his ideals and visions, 
th a t o f M ahatm a G andhi who inspired her to dedicate her 
self to the service o f the underprivileged, th a t o f the 
Bhagwadgeeta from  which she im bibed the cardinal princi
ples o f righteous living.

In  conclusion, we can only pay our hum ble tribu te  to | 
Prem lilaben, the daughter o f the age of social reformers 
like Phule, R anade, G okhale, K arve, G andhiji and N ehru, 
who have influenced her directly or indirectly. True to the 
sp irit o f the age, she has contributed considerably to the 
cause th rough her selfless service, generous munificence 
and sincerity o f work. She has m ade the m ost o f  herself by 
fanning the tiny spark  o f  personality w ithin her into the 
flame of achievement. H er nam e together w ith th a t of other 
social reform ers in  the cause o f women’s education is 
bound to  go dow n in letters o f gold in  the wom en’s archieves 
and will be rem em bered by future generations as th a t o f 
a  person who com bined in  her the Rajayoga, K arm ayoga 
and B haktiyoga, and  one who has chosen the path  o f 
“ Shreya” to  “ Preya” .

As the K athopan ishada says:—

fk  s fftts ftr  s r w t  r o t  11^ 6 > 6
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SPAN OF EVENTS

Dr. Smt. Premlila V. Thackersey
1894: 8th January : B irth  a t R ajkot in  Saurashtra in  a 

m iddle class Bhatia family.

1913: 9th F eb ruary : M arriage w ith Sir V ithaldas D am odar 
Thackersey, a  leading industrialist and philanthro- 
ph ist o f Bombay.

Association w ith V anita V ishram  through Late Smt. 
N aniben G ajjar and  Seva Sadan th rough Smt. Ram a- 
bai R anade.

1915: M et G andhiji for the first tim e after his return  from  
Africa.

1916: A ttended the laying o f  foundation  stone ceremony 
o f the Banares H indu University w ith Sir V ithaldas 
Thackersey.

1917: V isited H indu  W idows’ H om e w ith  Sir V ithaldas at 
H ingne, Poona. F irs t meeting w ith Shri D hondo 
Keshav K arve who had founded the Ind ian  W om en’s 
University there in  1916.

1919: 14th M arch: Left for world tou r w ith  Sir V ithaldas.

1920: Sir V ithaldas donated fifteen lakhs o f rupees in 
T rust to  the Ind ian  W om en’s U niversity, founded 
by D r. D . K . Karve. The University was then nam ed 
after her m other-in-law , Sm t. N ath ibai D am odar 
Thackersey.

N om ination  to  the Senate o f  the Shreem ati N ath ibai 
D am odar Thackersey Ind ian  W om en’s U niversity 
w ith  four o ther m em bers from  the D o n o r’s C onsti
tuency.

1922: 1st June: Shifted to  P arnaku ti — her pala tia l resi
dence a t Poona.
12th A ugust: D eath o f  Sir V ithaldas Thackersey.

1924: M et G andhiji again  a t Sassoon H ospital, Poona.

1926: N om ination  to  the Syndicate o f the Shreem ati 
N ath ibai D am odar Thackersey Ind ian  W om en’s 
U niversity.

W hile a t Tokyo, visited the Japan  W om en’s U ni
versity.
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1928:

1930:

1932:

1933:

1936:

1938:

1939:

1942:

1944:

1944:

1945:

1949: 

1950: 

1951:

1953:

Visited Sabarm ati Ashram .

G andhiji’s first visit to  Parnakuti.

G urudev who had  come to meet G andhiji a t Poona, 
a t the time of his Epic F ast stayed w ith her at 
Parnaku ti.

G andhiji’s h istoric H arijan F ast for 21 days at 
Parnakuti.

Transference o f University headquarters to  Bombay.

Shri Subhas Bose, the Congress President, stayed 
at Parnakuti.

W ent to R ajkot to request M ahatm aji to  attend the 
C onvocation o f the U niversity. G andhiji accepted 
the invitation.

Collected substantial donations for the Celebrations 
o f the Silver Jubilee o f the University.

N om ination  as the Trustee of the K asturba G andhi 
N ational M em orial T rust by G andhiji.
G andhiji drove straight to Parnakuti when released 
from  Aga K han Palace and stayed w ith her for four 
days.

G andhiji stayed a t M ahabaleshw ar as her guest for 
a  m onth and a  half.

C reation of Sir V ithaldas D. Thackersey C haritable 
Trust.
N om ination as a m ember o f the C entral Advisory 
Board of Education.

Rajaji as G overnor G eneral of Ind ia  visited P arna
kuti.

Elected as the Vice-Chairm an o f the K asturba 
N ational M em orial Trust.

N om ination  by the G overnm ent of Bombay as the 
first Vice-Chancellor of the U niversity after it re
ceived statu tory  recognition.

Received D. L itt. from  the Shreem ati N athibai 
D am odar Thackersey W om en’s University.
Pandit Jaw aharlal N ehru, the Prim e M inister o f 
India stayed at P arnaku ti for a day.

1955: C onstruction o f Sir V ithaldas N agar a t Santacruz.

1956: Received D. L itt. from  the B anaras H indu U ni
versity.
Elected C hairm an of K asturba G andhi N ational 
M em orial Trust.

1957: Election as the Vice-Chancellor o f the Shreemati 
N ath ibai D am odar Thackersey W om en’s University.

1958: Took leading part in celebrating Centenary o f the 
Founder of the University, M aharshi Karve. 
N om ination as the C hairm an o f the V anita Vishram 
M anaging Committee.

1960: Elected C hairm an o f the Reception Com m ittee of 
the Conference of M oral and Social Hygiene.

1962: C reation  of Lady Prem lila V. Thackersey Charitable 
Trust.

1966: Smt. Ind ira  G andhi, Prim e M inister o f India inau
gurated the G olden Jubilee of the Shreemati N ath i
bai D am odar Thackersey W om en’s U niversity at 
her special request.
Collected good donations for the G olden Jubilee of 
V anita  V ishram  which was celebrated under the 
Presidentship of D r. R adhakrishnan.
N om ination  as a member of the N ational Council 
of W om en’s Education.

1967: N om ination as the President o f the Inter University 
Board o f India and Ceylon.

1968: At her request Dr. Z ak ir H usain, President o f India 
presided over the concluding function o f the Golden 
Jubilee of the University.

1969: Inauguration of the K asturba G andhi and M ahadeo- 
bhai Desai Sm ruti M andir at the Aga K han Palace 
a t Poona by Shri M orarjibhai Desai. H .H . the 
Aga K han visited Parnakuti after handing over the 
Aga K han Palace to  the G andhi N idhi.
Com pletion o f 75 years o f a  fruitful life devoted to 
the cause of women and an  unbroken association 
of alm ost five decades w ith the University.

&
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Premlilaben with Gandhiji at Mahabaleshwar during prayers

Parnakuti, made famous by foreign reporters, as “Marble Palace” during Bapu's historic 
fast in 1933

16



Premlilaben and Karve with Sir and Lady Roger Lumley— 1937

Memorable Convocation o f the S.N.D.T. Indian Women's University—1939.
At Premlilaben's personal request Bapu attended the Convocation and Shri B. G. Kher, the Chief 
Minister o f the Bombay Province, delivered the Convocation Address. Present on the occasion were 
veteran leaders—Shri Subhash Chandra Bose, Smt. Sarojini Naidu, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
Smt. Meerabai, Shri Visweswaraiya and a galaxy o f National leaders
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Premlilaben with Smt. Sarojini Naidu and others during the Silver Jubilee celebrations of 
the University— 1942

Premlilaben in the midst o f the Congress Working Committee at Parnakuti, which met imme
diately after the release o f Mahatma Gandhi in 1944 from the Aga Khan Palace
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Premlilaben presenting Dr. Karve, his biography 
during his Centenary Celebrations

Premlilaben and Shardaben, close asso
ciates, at Colombo, during one o f the Inter- 
University Board meetings. This occasion 
was made use o f by Premlilaben to collect 
funds for Karve Centenary Fund
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°remlilaben delivering the welcome address during the inauguration o f the Eigth All India Conference 
>f Moral and Social Hygiene

Premlilaben with Vice-Chancellors—members o f the Inter- University Board during Thirty-eighth Meet
ing o f the Inter-University Board at the S.N.D.T. Women's University Bombay, 1963
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Premlilaben with Shri Kannamwar, Chief Minister o f Maharashtra and Shri Y. B. Chav an, 
Union Defence Minister

Premlilaben with some members o f the Inter-University Board
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Mrs. Leubke, wife o f the President of the 
Federal Republic o f Germany, presenting 
a gift to Premlilaben during her visit to the 

University— 1963

Premlilaben presenting a memento to 
Pandit Nehru during the opening of the 
New Building o f the University— 1963
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Premlilaben with Pandit Nehru during the function

Premlilaben and Sharda Divan with Pandit 
Nehru at the end o f the function
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Premlilaben listening to the Convocation Address, delivered by Dr. Radhakrishnan

Premlilaben welcoming Dr. Zakir 
Husain, President o f the Indian 
Union, who attended the Convoca

tion as the Chief Guest
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Premlilaben leading Dr. P. V. Cherian, 
Chancellor o f the University and Shri M. 
C. Chagla, Union Minister for Education, 
as the Chief Guest, at the Convocation 
procession

Premlilaben passing the grace as President 
at one o f the Convocation functions
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Premlilaben welcoming Dr. 
Rudhakrishnan, President 
o f the Indian Union, who 
presided over Golden Jubilee 
function o f the Vanita 
Vishram— 1966

Premlilaben with Dr. Radhakrishnan
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Premlilaben welcoming Smt. Indira Gandhi, 
Prime Minister, who inaugurated the Golden 
Jubilee Celebrations of the University— 
June, 1966

Premlilaben in a rare mood with 
Smt. Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister, 

during the inaugural function
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Premlilaben bidding farewell to Smt. Indira 
Gandhi, Prime Minister, after the function 
o f the Golden Jubilee

Premlilaben welcoming 
Dr. D. S. Kothari, Chair
man, U.G.C. at the inau
guration o f the Library 
Week during the Golden 
Jubilee Celebrations o f the 

University
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Premlilaben with Dr. Zakir Hussain, Presi
dent, Indian Union, and Dr. P. V. Cherian, 
Chancellor o f the University, at the con
cluding function o f the Golden Jubilee 
celebrations o f the University, 1968

Premlilaben garlanding Dr. Zakir 
Hussain, President o f the Indian Union 
at the concluding function— 1968
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Premlilaben at one o f the functions o f Seva Sudan, Poona

Premlilaben receiving Shri Lai 
Bahadur Shashtri, Prime Minister, at 

Kasturba Gram, Indore, 1962
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Premlilaben felicitating Mrs. Coretta 
Martin Luther King, when she visited 
India to receive the Nehru Peace 
Award, awarded to her husband

Premlilaben with Shri Morarjee Desai, Deputy Prime Minister, and others at the 
inauguration o f the Kasturba Gandhi and Mahadev Desai Smruti Mandir, Poona— 1969
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Premlilaben being felicitated by the members o f the Staff o f 
the University Administrative Office on her 76th birthday on 
January 8, 1969

Premlilaben in meditation 
after the felicitation function on January 8, 1969
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''To call woman the weaker sex is a libel; 
it is m a n ’s injustice to woman. If by strength 
is meant brute strength, ihen indeed is woman 
less brute than man. If by strength is meant 
moral power, then woman is immeasurably man's 
superior. Has she not got greater intuition, 
is she not self-sacrificing, has she not got 
greater power of endurance, has she not greater 
courage? Without her, man could not be. If 
non-violence is the law of our being, the future 
is with woman’’.

MAHATMA GANDHI

''One of the truest measures of a nation’s 
advancement is the state of its women. For out 
of the women forms the new generation and it is 
from their lips and from their laps that it begins 
to learn''.

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU



VICE-PRESIDENT
INDIA

NEW DELHI 

September 17, 1969.

I am glad to hear that it is proposed to felicitate Dr. (Smt.) 
Premlila V. Thackersey on the occasion of her Seventyfifth Birthday.

Shrimati Thackersey has spent half a century in serving the cause 
of -women’s education and has earned public admiration and praise 
for her valuable work. I congratulate the President and Members 
of the Felicitation Committee on their decision to celebrate her 
seventyfifth birthday in a fitting manner on the 27th September, 1969, 
and wish the Function success.

G. S. PATHAK

HOME MINISTER 

NEW DELHI 

September 6, 1969.

Dr. (Smt.) Premlila Thackersey has devoted the best part of her 
life to the cause of women’s education and to the growth of the 
Shreemati Nathibai Damodar Thackersey Women’s University. Those 
who are acquainted with the history of the movement of women’s 
education in India, know the high place that Dr. Thackersey occupies 
in the roll of honour in that field. Hers has been a distinct contribution 
towards our, effort to modernise the society.

I am glad to know that a Felicitation Committee of citizens 
propose to honour her on the completion of 75 years of fruitful life. 
I join them in wishing her many more years of active service.

Y. B. CHAVAN



C h ie f  M in is te r , 
S a c h iv a la y a ,
B O M B A Y  32 BR.

S e p te m b e r  19, 1969.

I  am  h a p p y  th a t  a F e l ic i ta t io n  C o m m itte e  h a s  b e e n  s e t  up  to  
c o m m e m o ra te  th e  s e v e n ty  f if th  b i r th - a n n iv e r s a r y  o f D r. (S m t.) P re m li la  
V . T h a c k e r s e y .  D r. (S m t.)  T h a c k e is e y  h a s  e a rn e d  a c la im  fo r  h e r  u se fu l 
s e rv ic e  in  th e  f ie ld  o f  e d u c a tio n . H e r  c o n tr ib u t io n  to w a rd s  th e  c re a t io n  
a n d  e x p a n s io n  o f  a s e p a r a te  W o m e n ’s U n iv e rs i ty  is in d e e d  p ra is e w o r th y .

I  se n d  m y g o o d  w ish e s  a n d  w ish  su c c e ss  to  th e  p u b l ic a t io n  o f  th e  
s o u v e n ir  w h ic h  is b e in g  b r o u g h t  o u t a t th e  t im e  o f  th e  s a id  fu n c tio n .

V . P . N A IK

C h ie f  M in is te r , 
G o v e rn m e n t o f  G u ja ra t ,  
S a c h iv a la y a , 
A H M E D A B A D  15.

S e p te m b e r  11, 1969.

I t g iv e s  m e g r e a t  p le a s u re  to  e x te n d  m y w a rm  f e l ic i ta t io n s  
to  S m t. P re m li la b e n  T h a c k e r s e y  o n  th e  h a p p y  o c c a s io n  o f h e r  
c o m p le tin g  75 y e a r s .

D u rin g  th e  l a s t  50 y e a r s  o f  h e r  m u n ificen t l i f e ,  sh e  h a s  s o u g h t 
to  t r a n s f o r m  s o c ie ty  b y  r e g e n e r a t io n  o f In d ia n  w o m e n h o o d  th ro u g h  
e d u c a tio n  a n d  g e n e ro u s  d o n a tio n s  to w a rd s  d e s e rv in g  c a u s e s .

M ay G od  b e s to w  m a n y  m o re  y e a r s  on  h e r  in  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  p e o p le .

H IT E N D R A  D E S A I



E d u c a tio n  M in is te r  
I n d ia

N E W  D E L H I 

S e p te m b e r  13, 1969

I w as v e ry  h a p p y  to  le a r n  th a t  th e  f r ie n d s  a n d  a d m ire r s  o f 
D r. (S m t.) P re m li la  V . T h a c k e r s e y , V ic e -C h a n c e l lo r ,  S. N. D . T . 
W o m e n ’s U n iv e rs i ty , B o m b ay , h a v e  d e c id e d  to  f e l i c i t a t e  h e r  on  h e r  
s e v e n ty - f if th  b i r th d a y .  D r. T h a c k e r s e y  h a s  d e v o te d  n e a r ly  fifty  
y e a r s  o f  h e r  l i f e  to  th e  c a u se  o f w o m e n ’s e d u c a tio n  a n d  p a r t ic u la r ly  
to  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  th e  S. N. D . T . W o m e n ’s U n iv e rs ity . T h e  p re s e n t  
s ta tu s  o f  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  is l a r g e ly  d u e  to  h e r  s u s ta in e d , u n ti r in g , 
c o m p e te n t  a n d  se lf le s s  e ffo rts .

I ta k e  th is  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  p a y  m y h u m b le  t r ib u te  to  th e  g r e a t  
q u a l i t ie s  o f  h e a d  a n d  h e a r t  fo r  w h ic h  D r. T h a c k e r s e y  is w e ll-k n o w n  
a m o n g s t e d u c a t io n is ts  a n d  to  h e r  m e m o ra b le  s e rv ic e s  to  th e  c a u se  o f  th e  
e d u c a tio n  o f  w o m en  in  In d ia . I w ish  h e r  g o o d  h e a l th  a n d  lo n g  l i f e  to 
s e rv e  th e  c o u n try  s t i l l  f u r th e r  fo r  m an y , m a n y  y e a rs .

V . K. R . V . R A O

C h a irm a n  
K h a d i & G ra m  U d y o g  C o m m iss io n

3, F e ro z s h a h  R o a d ,

N E W  D E L H I

S e p te m b e r  18, 1969

D r. P re m li la  B ah en  is  o n e  o f  th e  s t r o n g e s t  p i l l a r s  in  th e  

s o c ia l  r e fo rm  m o v e m e n t. E v e ry  o n e  o f  us w il l  w ish  t h a t  sh e  is 

s p a re d  to  g iv e  s t r e n g th  to  th e . m o v e m e n t f o r  a  v e ry  v e ry  lo n g  tim e .

U . N- D H E B A R



Mayor of Bombay 
Corporation Hall 
BOMBAY

September 13, 1969.

I am indeed happy to know that a Felicitation Committee has 
been formed to honour Dr. (Smt.) Premlila V. Thackersey, Vice- 
Chancellor, S. N. D. T. University.

Dr. (Smt.) Thackersey has devoted nearly 50 years of her useful 
career to the Nation for the promotion of the cause of education, 
particularly in the matter of the progress of the Women's University. 
She has been the moving spirit of the S. N. D. T. University and as its 
Vice-Chancellor has introduced different courses of studies which 
have proved immensely useful in shaping the life of women in India.

On this happy occasion of honouring Dr. (Smt.) Thackersey, as 
the Mayor of Bombay; and, on behalf of 5 |  million of the citizens of 
this premier city of India, I extend my heartiest greetings and good 
wishes and pray that God may grant her a long life to continue her 
useful services to the Nation in the years ahead.

JAMIATRAM K. JOSHI

Raj Bhavan 
BOMBAY 35.

September 20, 1969

On the auspicious occasion of the completion of 75 years of 
Dr. (Shrimati) Premlila V. Thackersey’s extremely fruitful life, I have 
great pleasure in sending her my sincere good wishes for happiness 
and a long long life of continued good service. *

My husband and I consider ourselves privileged to know this 
remarkable good lady at close quarters. She is a true personification 
of the great ideal of plain living and high thinking. Our country owes 
her an irredeemable debt of gratitude for the invaluable services 
she has rendered to women’s education with conspicuous success. 
The S. N. D. T. Women’s University will always stand out as i worthy 
memorial to the worthy achievements oi an illustrious daughter of 
Mother India. May the University ever fulfil the high ideals with 
which she has established and nurtured it.

TARA CHERIAN
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